17th Sunday after Pentecost
(September 26/27)
Order of Worship
WELCOME:
GATHERING SONG: “Great Are You Lord”
Verse:
You give life You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope You restore ev'ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord
Chorus:
It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It's Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only
Verse:
Chorus:
Bridge:
And all the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing
Great are You Lord (Repeat)
Chorus:
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OPENING PRAYER:
We lift up our souls to you, Holy God.
We trust you with our past, present, and future.
Teach us, Lord, that we may know your ways
and walk in your paths of love and compassion.
BIBLE PROJECT VIDEO: Compassion
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Amazing Grace” – James Soll, guitar

Desert Cross Lutheran Church
Gilbert, AZ

FIRST READING: Psalm 25:1-9

Read by Denise McClellan

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
3
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
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Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness' sake, O LORD!
8
Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
6

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Holy Spirit”
Holy Spirit, You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
23

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.
31
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
3

SERMON: Pastor Andrea Cain
SERMON SONG: “Be Thou My Vision” (Verse 1, 2, and 4) – ELW 793
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Desert Cross Lutheran Church
Tempe, AZ
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
Let us pray:
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where
the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that
your love may be at work in us.
Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and
damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit,
especially all who suffer with COVID-19. May your compassion come upon all who are
neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely.
Fill us with your compassion and grace. Make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our
neighbors.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: “Our God”
Verse 1:
Water You turned into wine
Opened the eyes of the blind
There’s no one like You
None like You
Verse 2:
Into the darkness You shine
Out of the ashes we rise
There’s no one like You
None like You
Chorus:
Our God is greater
Our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other
Our God is healer
Awesome in power our God our God
Verse 2:

Chorus:
Bridge:
And if our God is for us
Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us
Then what could stand against
And if our God is for us
Then who could ever stop us
And if our God is with us
Then what could stand against
(Then) what could stand against
Chorus (2 times)
Bridge:
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BENEDICTION:
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
Bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

Musicians: Daniel Decker (vocalist), Michael Lottes (vocalist), and James Soll (guitar)

6

