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Tempe Campus 

(Church Office) 

8600 S. McClintock Dr.  

Tempe, AZ 85284  

 

Gilbert Campus 

3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 

Gilbert, AZ 85297 

 

Tempe // Saturday 

5pm - Worship  

 

Tempe // Sunday 

8:00am Traditional Worship 

9:00am Fellowship 

9:30am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

 

Gilbert // Sunday  

9:00am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:00am Fellowship 

10:15am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

As a missional congregation,  we 

celebrate Christ’s presence,  invite 

people into a growing relationship 

with Jesus and equip them to serve 

in a broken world. 

 

 

All newsletter submissions are  

due the 15th of the month prior to 

the month that an article is to be 

advertised. 

 

The deadline for the February  

newsletter is JANUARY 1. 

 

Happy New Year! 
Pastor Dan Megorden 

During the seven weeks from Epiphany to 

Transfiguration Sunday (January 6-

February 11), let’s make some positive 

health choices and give to World Hunger. 

 

Here’s how it works: 

  Pledge to give your gift of 25 cents,      

 50 cents, or a dollar to celebrate 

 success. 

  Track pounds lost, days with  

 activity, and/or healthy meals  

 consumed. 

  Record your numbers anony

 mously each week on the  

 clipboards in the fellowship area at 

 each site. 

  Team up with family and friends 

Continued on page 2 

Mary and I were on the METRO rail system 

in Washington, D.C. The different routes all 

traveled to different destinations. We 

looked at the map and decided on the 

“green” line. We jumped on and away we 

went. Except . . . except we realized that 

this “route” was racing right by some sights 

we had planned to see. Oops. Yes, the 

Washington METRO is an efficient transpor-

tation system, but what about all that we 

miss along the way? 

 

Do we want life to be like riding on a train 

or rather, like riding on a sailboat? 

 

Part of me likes the idea of life being like a 

train ride—I get on, pick my destination  

and get off. Simple, predictable. But I  

wonder if I miss out on the surprises of  

each day? And frankly, though we plan our 

lives (as best as we can), life doesn't really 

work this way. Unexpected events, unfore-

seen experiences, even trials and tragedies 

confront us. 

 

Maybe it’s my own aging, but I wonder if life 

is more like riding on a sailboat? We hoist 

the sail and away we go, knowing the 

weather might and will change, the  

currents will shift and turn, and the wind 

will take us in different directions. Day by 

day, life is an adventure filled with some 

predictability, but also filled with wonder-

ful, great surprises. And though I do like to 

know the destination, I also don’t want to 

miss the adventures that surprise me each 

day. 

 

It’s been said, “Life is what happens to you 

while you are busy making other plans.” 

How true! 2018 is here. I want to hoist the 

sail, catch the wind, check the currents and 

yes, welcome others onto the boat. It’s  

always good to sail with others. I am glad I 

get to sail along with you all! And we know 

that Our Lord Jesus is with us always! 

 

Happy New Year and Happy Sailing! 

Pastor Dan Megorden  
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The months that was… 
During the month of December we celebrated a bunch of   

baptisms! On Sunday, December 3 at the 9:30am service in 

Tempe Grant Michael Murad, Gracie Lane Murad, Finley True 

Toaspern, and Liberty Joy Toaspern, son and daughters of 

Justin & Katie Toaspern were all baptized. On Saturday,  

December 23 at the 5pm service in Tempe Rhys William  

Benedict, son of James & Hawlie Benedict was baptized and 

on Sunday, December 24 at the 9am service in Tempe Grace 

Katherine Cline, daughter of Nathaniel & Katherine Cline was 

baptized.  
 
This month we also celebrated the marriage of Joby  

Thompson & Allison Tropsa.  
 
On Saturday, December 16, we also honored the life of  

Bonnie Wilcox.  

An Raffle Basket in Gilbert 
Tickets on sale January 21—February 11 

The Hospitality Team in Gilbert has put together a basket of 

goodies and will be selling raffle tickets to help raise funds for 

the various things that Hospitality provides. Tickets are $1 

each and the drawing will be held on February 11 at our 

Sweetheart Sunday event. 

Holiday  

Office Hours 
 

Monday, January 1: 

Office Closed for New Year’s Day 

 

Monday, January 15: 

Office Closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Continued from page 1 - Get Healthy W Give Healthy 
  
 for support and encouragement. 

  Our Parish Nurse will provide a cumulative total for 

 pounds lost, activity days, and healthy meals  

 consumed for all of Desert Cross. 

  Maybe you have a physical or dietary restrictions 

 that won’t allow you to participate directly. That’s 

 ok! You can support others with your pledge to our 

 combined success. 
 
Bring your gift for the Hunger Jar on February 10/11. Let’s see 

how we can transform Desert Cross to “Get Healthy and Give 

Healthy” to make a difference together! 
 
If you need some tools to help you with your efforts, contact 

our Parish Nurse, Denise Viker, at dviker@desertcross.org or 

480-730-8600. 
 
Improve your health and give health to others! 

Church Council Members  

of the Month 
Church Council members will be available at all services on 

the first weekend of the month to address questions and  

concerns. 
 
Council Members for January 6/7: 

Tempe—Tom Rewolinski & Stan Fernandes 

Gilbert—Bryan Riensche 

Hospitality Team in Gilbert 
The Gilbert Hospitality Team is looking for a few more 

good people to just help with one task for Hospitality. 
This could help eliminate monthly meetings if there 
were more hands helping with the small tasks that 

need to be completed. Please talk to Staci Smith if you 
are interested in getting involved! 

Year End Tax Information 

January 1, 2018 is a Monday. Contributions from worship  

services on December 30,2017 and December 31, 2017 will  

be counted after New Year’s Day and be entered as 2017  

Contributions. Contributions received in the mail during the 

first week of 2018 with a postmark no later than 12/30/17 will 

be posted to 2017 Contributions. If you have questions or 

concerns, please contact the Church Office. 
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Our Flower Chart Needs YOU! 

The new flower chart is up! If you haven’t stopped by the 

chart to sign up, please consider sponsoring flowers on your 

special day or in celebration of someone else. Flowers  

arrangements are $33. This is a wonderful way to mark  

special days in our lives. Any questions, contact Dawn Collins 

at dcollins@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600. 

Thank you everyone for the outpouring of caring and love in 

the days and weeks following my husband Ron’s passing. 

Praise for 38 years of wonderful memories.  
 
Peace and Blessings, 

Ellen Lagerman 

Working in Partnership 
There is a new program available to be sure we don’t miss 

visiting you when you are a patient at Dignity Health:  

Chandler Regional or Mercy Gilbert Medical Centers. Simply 

ask your bedside nurse or chaplain to submit a “Consult to 

Community Ministries” and Desert Cross will be notified to 

check on you. The medical center will only share that you are 

a patient, NO health information will be shared. They will 

speak to a Pastor or to our Parish Nurse, Denise Viker. 
 
This program is completely voluntary and only at Dignity 

Health, not other hospitals. We hope it will help us support 

and care for you and your family during times of medical 

challenges  

Stories of Joy begins January 8 
Stories of Joy is a new project at Desert Cross. It’s a tool for us 

to use to reach out to others by sharing good news in the 

world. Stories of people loving and serving each other.  

Modern Day Gospel Stories. The Desert Cross staff will gather 

these stories and send them out to you through our Stories  

of Joy blog. To sign up to follow Stories of Joy, go to  

https://storieofjoy.org/ . If you have any questions, contact 

Denise McClellan at dmcclellan@desertcross.org or  

480-730-8600. 

Join the Creative Spaces Team 
The holidays are approaching and our team is looking for 

inspiring designs and minds for the sanctuary and hands to 

execute the plans. Men and women, young or experienced, 

artistic or handy, big muscles or big hearts . . . everyone is 

welcome and appreciated. Expressing your spirituality this 

way is very fulfilling. Please contact Shelley Mardany at  

smardany@cox.net or Jane Yost at jyost@desertcross.org. 
 
Thank you so much to those who are continually giving their 

time and talents to our Creative Spaces team thus far. Your 

labor of love has been moving. 

The holiday season can be a wonderful time filled with  

family, friends and festivities. But, for those who are having 

difficulties in life, it can be a time of intense sadness and 

loneliness. Stephen Ministers are available to meet with  

individuals to share thoughts and feelings. Stephen Ministers 

use listening skills and a caring presence to bring the love of 

Christ to those who are hurting. A simple request to a Pastor 

or our Parish Nurse is all it takes to get connected with a 

Stephen Minister. Don’t walk alone when there is someone 

who really cares about you.  

ChristCare Small Group Ministry 
The New Year is a great time to join a small group! We have 

groups meeting throughout the week at church and in 

homes. We have groups at the Gilbert Site and at the Tempe 

Site. Visit our website for a list of groups. For more informa-

tion, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 or  

dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 

 



 4    DESERT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH January 2018 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

The ChristCare program is our small group ministry at Desert 

Cross. Groups meet once a week for worship, prayer, Bible 

study, and fellowship. You may join a ChristCare Group at any 

time. If you find one that fits your schedule, please come… 

you are always welcome. You don't have to wait to be invited, 

join one this week! For more information or to find a group  

that meets your needs, contact Denise McClellan at  

480-730-8600 or dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 
 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm; Wed 8:15am, 9am, 9:30am, 

1:00pm, 3:30pm, 7pm; Thu 7am, 7pm 

WE╬ogether Adult Forum 
Sundays from 10:30am-11:15am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Sundays from 10:30am-11am • Gilbert Sanctuary 

Begins January 14 

This spring we’ll be using a series of videos from ChurchNext, 

an ecumenical website that explores faith topics. If you have 

any questions, contact Pastor Andrea, Pastor Dan, or Pastor 

Matt at 480-730-8600. 

Adult Study Groups  

begin in January 
For more information, check out the flier in your church  

mailbox or visit our website or contact Denise McClellan at 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600. 

Music Ministry Update 

A Message from Jane Yost,  

Director of Worship & Music 
“There is a time for everything, a season for every activity  

under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
I shared with you in my May newsletter that I would be taking 

some time off and cutting back on my work load. I did get 

some extra time over the summer, but continue to ponder 

what the next chapter will be for me. I am so grateful that this 

is a place that will allow me to slow down gradually and not 

all at once. 

 

There will be some changes in leadership beginning in Janu-

ary 2018. I will be stepping down as the Director of Sanctuary 

Choir. Dr. Dean Anderson will be stepping in as the new direc-

tor. Dean comes to us with an extremely impressive resume. 

He has an abundance of experience and expertise in choral 

music. There is a short introduction of him below, and I en-

courage you to take the time to read it. 

 

I will also be phasing in a new Director for Ringing Praise, our 

Handbell Choir. This will be a little longer transition, so I will 

continue on with the group into the new year. Christine Soll 

will be coming on board as the new Director of Ringing 

Praise. Christine and her husband James are members of our 

9:30am Tempe band and members of this church. I will share 

more about her in next month’s newsletter. 

 

I will continue as Director of Worship and Music which will 

include working alongside our pastors, planning worship,  

An Introduction to Dean Anderson 
Dean Anderson and his family have been lifetime members  

of ELCA Lutheran Churches. Dean has offered solos for  

worship services and directed Lutheran choirs in California, 

Wisconsin, North Dakota, and Arizona. In addition to his work 

as director of Lutheran church choirs, he has served as  

Adjunct Professor for Northern Arizona University, choir  

director for the Waldorf College satellite campus in Arizona, 

choir director and International Baccalaureate Music  

Instructor for Chandler High School and is an Honorary Life 

Tenured Professor at the Jilin College of the Arts in China. 

Dean received the Weston Noble Award from Luther College 

for lifetime music career achievement. Dean lives in Chandler 

with his wonderful wife, Joanne. 

leading the children’s choir, leading the Tempe song leader 

teams and band, and other duties that are a part of that role. 

 

In closing, I leave you with some word from Philippians 1:3-6. 

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I 

pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have 

been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ 

from the time you first heard it until now. And I am certain that 

God, who began the good work within you, will continue his 

work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 

returns.” 

 

I love you, 

Jane 



     DESERT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH January 2018    5 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

 

 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation 

January 4 • 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Meet new friends! See old friends! 
 

Third Thursday Game Day 

January 18 • 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Come for some fun and some conversation. 

Don’t like to play games? Come for the coffee!  

Breakfast Dudes 
Saturday, January 20 at 8am 

Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

Men, would you like to get to know 

the other men of the congregation a 

little better while encouraging each 

other in the faith? Then come and join us! The meeting will 

last about an hour and breakfast will be served! All men are 

welcome! Bring a friend! Join us in January and hear Ron 

Diegle talk about GOLD—it’s properties, how it is mined, and 

how he uses it. He will bring samples of gold ore and nuggets. 

Beer & Bible 
Friday, January 12 at 7pm • Home of Ron & Cheryl Diegle  

2809 E. Maplewood St., Gilbert 85297 • 480-327-8916 

All adults who would like to meet others in the congregation, 

discuss a scriptural topic, and grow in their relationships are 

invited to attend this fellowship group. Pastor Matt Dobyns 

will lead the study. Attendees  should bring one food item 

and a beverage to share.  

Wise Guys 
Mondays at 9am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Are you a guy? Are you wise? Join other Wise Guys every  

Monday for coffee.  

A History of the Holy Land: 

From Abraham to Netanyahu 
Tuesdays, Jan. 16-Feb. 6 at 7pm • Tempe Sanctuary 

Join Pastor Steve Holm for this look at the Holy Land. We’ll 

have four sessions covering the history of Israel and Palestine 

from ancient times to the present with a special focus on the 

20th century. While no reading is required, you will find the 

following books helpful: The Source by James Michener, Faith 

in the Face of Empire: The Bible through Palestinian Eyes by 

Mitri Raheb, and My Promised Land by Ari Shavit. 

For questions about the class, contact Pastor Steve at 

sholm90@gmail.com. To register, contact Denise McClellan 

at dmcclellan@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600. 

MOPS 
Thursdays, January 4 & 18 at 9:30am • Gilbert Campus 

Join other Moms of Preschoolers as we grow and support one 

another during these early stages of motherhood. We meet 

twice a month to enjoy brunch, discussions, service, crafts, 

and connections with moms who understand your joys and 

struggles. If you are interested in joining the group or would 

like to volunteer with childcare, please contact Jolene at  

desertcrossMOPS@gmail.com. 

C3:Coffee, Conversation  

and Christ 

January 9 & 23 

10am • Gilbert  

The C3 group meets twice a 

month for coffee and  

conversation. Everyone is 

truly welcome! We’d love to 

get to know you! 

FAITH FRIENDS 

Surprising Women of the Bible 

All ladies are invited to join Pastor Andrea to study the  

biblical women in Jesus’ lineage to help us understand who 

we are in Christ! We will gather to grown in faith & friendship, 

as we discover how relevant God’s word is to our lives today. 

Bring a Bible & a friend! All are welcome! RSVP to Pastor  

Andrea at acain@desertcross.org. 
 
Gilbert: Tuesdays, Jan. 16, 23, 30, & Feb. 6 • 7pm-8:15pm 

Gilbert Room 103 
 
Tempe: Wednesdays, Jan. 17, 24, 31, & Feb. 7 • 7pm-8:15pm 

Tempe Adult Classroom 
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Book Group: Grace 
Thursdays, January 18—February 8 
 2pm OR 7pm • Tempe Adult Classroom  

Grace by Natashia Deon tells the story of the 

violence of slavery and the struggle of life 

after The Emancipation Proclamation.  

Warning: Violence and Language. 

 

Book Fee: $15.50 with Scholarships Available. 

To register for the Tempe afternoon group, contact Lola  

Peterson at lolabluebirds@q.com or 602-686-2865.  

To register for the Tempe evening group, contact Denise 

McClellan at dmcclellan@desertcross.org or 480-926-3141. 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

Family Night 
Wednesday, January 24 • 5:30pm-7pm  

Tempe Community Center 
Join us for the first Family Night of the year! Denise Viker will 

be leading another fun “Cooking with Kids” night and they 

are always a ton of fun! So invite a friend! 

 

Please RSVP to Shannon Fossett at sfossett@desertcross.org 

if you can come so that we can plan for food.  

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

Gilbert Hospitality 
Monday, January 8 at 5pm • Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

Please consider being a part of this group if you love serving 

others, have a knack for “sprucing up a place”, or you’re just 

looking for a little something extra. We only meet once a 

month for an hour so the commitment isn’t too much! 

Soul to Sole: 
Desert Cross Walking and  

Running Group 

Walking or Running—Saturdays at 5am* 

If you are an early bird and like to walk or run 

(all paces welcome), come join us! Bring a 

friend! We support and pray for each other 

while training for a race or just getting some 

great exercise. We rotate meeting either at 

Tempe Town Lake and Freestone Park in  

Gilbert.  
 
Thursday evening walks 

We have decided to take a break until the weather cools down. 

Look for this to come back in the fall. 
 
*Times are subject to change. Contact Michelle Butler for more 

information and to receive a weekly email with exact meeting 

time and location: michelle@mebutler.com or 480-415-8174. 

Joyful Noises 
Wednesdays at 9am • Gilbert 

Join us for this caregiver/tot 

program that includes music 

and story-time, a snack, and a small craft. It is open to all our 

youngest friends. Come and bring a friend! 
 
Resumes January 10 

Kids Connect Event 
Sundays, January 21 • 1pm-2:30pm • Tempe Gym 

Kids in grades Kindergarten through 5th are invited to join 

Miss Kristen for an afternoon of fun! Bring a friend! 



     DESERT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH January 2018    7 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

High School Night 
Sundays at 7pm in Tempe Youth Room 

A night of games and group discussion on “real life” topics. 

Come join us and bring your friends!  
Meeting January 7, 21, & 28 

Saturdays • 10:30am-noon  
Tempe Community Center Gym 

High School basketball players are invited to join us on  

Saturdays to run drills, work on fundamentals, and  

scrimmage with two volunteer coaches. If you plan to attend, 

please contact Michelle Reaban at 520-245-4176 or  

mreaban@gmail.com to be sure we have access to the gym 

and coaching that day. Hope you can join us! 

 

High School 

Basketball 

Jr. High Night 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Tempe 

Teens are invited to meet together several times a month for 

fun, fellowship, and to talk about life topics. 
 
Meeting January 24 

Jr. High Confirmation 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Gilbert 

Teens in Confirmation meet with their parents and Chad 

Diegle as they learn more about the faith that they were  

baptized into.  
 
Meeting January 17 & 31 

NO Education 

January 7 

Gilbert Junior Choir 

Jr. Choir offers a chance for young  

persons in grades 2-6 who sing in this choir to 

serve as worship leaders. At the start of each 

rehearsal, we start with “God’s Gift Box” that 

contains a devotion based on the sermon for the 

next day, allowing them a sneak preview of the text with  

images for Sunday. All anthems chosen contain worthy text 

and melody, composed for children by Choristers Guild. In 

addition to songs and hymns of the church, we have fun  

playing bells and other instruments. We rehearse three  

Saturdays a month, allowing one weekend off each month. If 

you have questions contact Director Carolyn Perkins at  

Carolyn.perkins@q.com. 
 
Resumes January 13 

IGNITE 
Saturdays, January 20 & 27 • 9am • Tempe Sanctuary 

We will be singing, playing instruments, sharing devotions, 

and singing in worship once a month for our 9:30am service. 

Children in grades 2-6 are invited to participate. For more 

information or to sign up, please contact our Director of  

Worship and Music, Jane Yost at jyost@desertcross.org.  

High School Ski Trip 
January 12-14 • Flagstaff 

Desert Cross will join All Saints Lutheran Church’s high school 

students for this fun weekend! We will be staying at Shepherd 

of the Hills Lutheran Church in Flagstaff, and they are excited 

to host us! The plan is to leave for Flagstaff on Friday at 4pm 

and return on Sunday by 3pm. You may invite a friend! There 

will be more details once you’ve signed up. 

 

Cost is $200 for the weekend and includes lift ticket, ski/

snowboard rental, some food and transportation. Additional 

money will be needed for dinner on Friday and lunch on  

Sunday (travel meals) and if your student wants anything 

additional at the lodge. 

 

Registration forms are available on the Desert Cross website. 

Deadline for registration and payment is  

Sunday, January 7. 
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Missions & Outreach 

REMINDER: If you are travelling and staying in a hotel, 

remember to bring the unused toiletries home with you. 

Toiletries are given to Grace Lutheran Church, Shepherd’s 

Warehouse, and Care 7 for distribution to the homeless.  

Thanks, The Outreach Ministry. 

Pop Tabs - Pop Tabs - Pop Tabs 
 
Did you know we have our own Ronald McDonald house  

right here in Mesa? It is situated on the Cardon’s Children’s  

Hospital campus and can hold 16 families. If you have a  

minute, stop in and take a tour of the beautiful facilities. In 

addition to the private bedrooms, there is a fully equipped 

kitchen, laundry facilities, a child’s play area & WiFi. 
 
The pop tabs are cashed in and used for paper supplies such 

as paper plates, towels, and napkins. 
 
So remember to save your pop tabs and deposit them in the  

corner cupboard in the Tempe narthex.  The Outreach  

Committee will see that they get delivered. 
 
Thank you in advance, 

The Outreach Committee  

Gilbert Food Drive Results 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Food Drive in 

Gilbert. We collected 929 items! Those items were split  

between Open Arms Food Pantry and Concordia School. It 

was quite something to see the “ark” being built! 

The Outreach Ministry and the United Blood Services (UBS) 

will be hosting a blood drive on Sunday, January 21, 2018 

with the UBS Bloodmobile on the Tempe campus from 

7:30am to 1pm. Sign-ups will be available after each service 

at the Tempe campus starting the weekend of December 

16/17 through January 13/14. You can also go on-line to 

schedule an appointment by logging onto 

www.bloodhero.com and using “desertcross” (all one word) 

as the sponsor code. Another way to schedule an appoint-

ment is at any UBS office. You can donate whole blood or 

power red. There is a need for Type O negative, Type A  

negative, and Type B negative power red donations. Please 

remember that when you donate you earn points that can be 

turned in for prizes. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Art Krzyzewski at  

602-292-0663 or krzyarty@cox.net. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 
Grace Pancake 

Breakfast 
Desert Cross has been feeding the 

homeless at Grace Lutheran 

Church since 1999 and we will continue to do so. Joy Petroff 

has committed to coordinate the group. Other churches are  

wanting to take part in this opportunity to serve so in early 

2018 the dates that Desert Cross is on the schedule are  

January 28, February 25, March 25, and April 22. 
 
What is involved? Arrive at Grace Lutheran (1124 N. 3rd St., 

Phoenix 85004) by 6:30am; carpooling can be arranged. Put 

on a hairnet & wash your hands. After that, there are jobs 

large and small for folks young and old. Between 12 and 15 

volunteers are needed each month. A breakdown of each job 

is available by emailing Joy at joylpetroff@gmail.com. Please 

let Joy know that you are interested in serving by emailing or 

calling 480-390-7396. 

2017 Angel Tree  

in Gilbert 
Thank you to everyone who took a tag 
off the Angel Tree in Gilbert. This year, 

we collected 90 sweatshirts for the  

children at Concordia Charter School. 
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January Birthdays & Milestone Anniversaries 

Missions & Outreach 

Saturdays, through Feb. 24 • Meet at the site at 6:30am 

1937 E. Don Carlos, Tempe 85281 

The build has begun on the site for this year’s coalition build. 

We are always interested in having new people help! Please 

check the Desert Cross website for a list of dates that we 

aren’t meeting and for all of the requirements to volunteer. 

If you would like to help with providing lunches on the dates 

designated to Desert Cross, please contact the church office. 

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR VERY 

GENEROUS CONGREGATION 

FROM YOUR OUTREACH  

MINISTRY TEAM! 
We really appreciate your amazing support for all of 

our outreach opportunities this past year. You have 
touched more lives than you can imagine. Recently,  
the Angel Tree gave 114 children two gifts each plus a 
grocery gift card to each of the 22 families. You are 

truly doing what Jesus taught us! 

Congratulations to all of     

our January birthdays  

and anniversaries. Wishing  

you God’s blessings on  

your special day! 

  

For privacy reasons, Desert 

Cross does not publish the 

names and birthdays/
anniversaries of our  

congregation online. The full 
list of birthdays and  

anniversaries is available in 
the printed newsletter or you 

may request a list from the 

church office by contacting 

Maegan Jennett at  
mjennett@desertcross.org. 

  
Thank you for understanding. 
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Associate Pastor 

Andrea Cain 

acain@desertcross.org 
 
Associate Pastor 

Matt Dobyns 

mdobyns@desertcross.org 
 
Senior Pastor 

Dan Megorden 

dmegorden@desertcross.org 
 
Office Manager 

Dawn Collins 

dcollins@desertcross.org 
 
Operations & Property 

Doug Bjotvedt 

dbjotvedt@desertcross.org 
 
Parish Nurse 

Denise Viker, RN 

dviker@desertcross.org 
 
Adult Ministry Director 

Denise McClellan 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org 

Youth Ministries 

Chad Diegle 

cdiegle@desertcross.org 
 
Children’s Ministry Director 

Shannon Fossett 

sfossett@desertcross.org 
 
Children’s Ministry Assistant 

Kristen Roehling 

kroehling@desertcross.org 
 
Tempe Worship & Music 

Jane Yost 

jyost@desertcross.org 
 
Gilbert Worship & Music 

Michael Lottes 

mlottes@desertcross.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 

Jacque Jecker 

jjecker@desertcross.org 
 
Communications Coordinator 

Maegan Jennett 

mjennett@desertcross.org 

Church Council 

council@desertcross.org 
 
Are you in need of prayer? Send prayer 

requests to prayerchain@desertcross.org 

or fill out a prayer request form. 
 
Newsletter submissions should be sent 

to mjennett@desertcross.org by the 15th 

of the month prior. The deadline for     

additions to the calendar in the weekly 

bulletin or email is the Tuesday prior. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com 

 
Get the latest Desert Cross News 
on our website  
www.desertcross.org 
 

Sign up to receive the newsletter 
via email  

Click the Join Our Mailing List     
button at www.desertcross.org 

Contact Information 

Tempe • Church Office • 8600 S. McClintock Dr. Tempe, AZ 85284 

Gilbert • 3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 Gilbert, AZ 85297 

480-730-8600 • info@desertcross.org • www.desertcross.org  

Missions & Outreach 

On-going Outreach Collections at Desert Cross 
  
We always accept toiletries for Grace Lutheran. We also accept eyeglasses for Lion’s Club, pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House, 

gently worn shoes for Kyrene Resource Center, and Campbell’s Soup Labels, Coca Cola caps, and Box Tops for Concordia 

School.  
 
Please place these in the appropriate box or opening in the Outreach Cabinet in the corner of the narthex. If your donation is too 

large, please place behind the doors in the front of the cabinet. Reminder, we no longer collect used postage stamps as we have 

no outlet for them. *Please note: Do not place perishable items in the large collection bins. 
 
Kyrene Resource Center, which services the Guadalupe area, often has need of usable furniture and appliances when they help 

families transition from homeless into homes or apartments. Please call Irma Horton at 602-330-7233. She will direct you to the 

drop off place or make arrangements to pick up the items. They have no large storage facilities. 
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January Calendar 

Regularly Scheduled Events 
 
SUN Worship, Fellowship & Education 

 Adult Chancel Choir | 7:45am | Gilbert (Resumes 1/14) 

 SEA Group | 10am | Gilbert (1/14) 

 Kids Connect Event | 1pm | Tempe (1/21) 

 High School Night | 7pm | Tempe (1/7, 1/21, & 1/28) 
 
MON Wise Guys | 9am | Tempe 

 Equippers | 5:30pm | Tempe (1/8 & 1/29) 

 Ringing Praise | 7pm | Tempe (Resumes 1/15) 
 
TUE C3: Coffee, Conversation & Christ | 10am  

  Gilbert (1/9 & 1/23) 

 Songleaders | 5:45pm | Tempe 

 Faith Friends | 7pm | Gilbert (Begins 1/16) 
 
WED Joyful Noises | 9am | Gilbert (Resumes 1/10) 

 SEA Group | 9am | Tempe (1/17) 

 Sanctuary Choir | Tempe (Resumes 1/10) 

 Jr. High Confirmation | 7pm | Tempe (1/17 & 1/31) 

 Jr. High Night | 7pm | Gilbert (1/24) 

 Faith Friends | 7pm | Gilbert (Begins 1/17) 
 
THU 55+ Coffee & Fellowship | 9am | Tempe (1/4) 

 Book Group | 2pm OR 7pm | Tempe (Begins 1/18) 

 Soul 2 Sole Walking Group (Not meeting) 
  
SAT Soul 2 Sole Walking & Running Group | 5am 

 SEA Group | 7:30am | Tempe (1/13) 

 Ignite Children’s Choir | 9am | Tempe (1/20, 1/27) 

 High School Basketball | 10:30am | Tempe 

 Junior Choir | 4pm | Gilbert (Resumes 1/13) 

 Worship | 5pm | Tempe 

January Events 
 
Church Office Closed—New Year’s Day 

Monday, January 1 

 

MOPS 

Thursday, January 4 & 18 | 9:30am | Gilbert Campus 

 

Altar Guild Bread Baking 

Saturday, January 6 | 8:30am | Tempe Community Center Kitchen 

 

Mexico Mission Trip Meeting 

Sunday, January 7 | 6pm | Tempe Youth Room 

 

Stories of Joy Launches! 

Monday, January 8 | Sign-up so you don’t miss it! 

 

Gilbert Hospitality Meeting 

Monday, January 8| 5pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

 

High School Ski Trip 

Friday, January 12—Sunday, January 14 | Flagstaff 

 

Beer & Bible 

Friday, January 12 | 7pm | Home of Ron & Cheryl Diegle 

2809 E. Maplewood St., Gilbert 85297  
 

Church Office Closed—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Monday, January 15 

 

Church Council Meeting 

Monday, January 15 | 7pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 

 

A History of the Holy Land Class 

Tuesdays, January 16, 23, & 30 | 7pm | Tempe Sanctuary 

 

55+ Third Thursday Game Day 

Thursday, January 18 | 9am | Tempe Adult Classroom 

 

Breakfast Dudes 

Saturday, January 20 | 8am | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, January 21 | 7:30am-1pm | Tempe Campus 

 

I-HELP Hosting 

Tuesday, January 23 | 5pm | Tempe Community Center 

 

Family Night 

Wednesday, January 24 | 5:30pm | Tempe Community Center 

 

Serve at Grace Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, January 28 | 6:30am | Grace Lutheran Church, Phoenix 

TEMPE // SATURDAY 

5:00pm •  Worship 
 

TEMPE // SUNDAY 

8:00am - 9:00am  • Traditional Worship 

9:30am - 10:30am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30 - 11:15am • WE╬ogether Learn  
 

GILBERT // SUNDAY 

9:00am - 10:00am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:15am - 11:00am • WE╬ogether Learn  

Worship & Education Times 

ChristCare Small Groups 
Sun  7:00pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm;  

Wed 8:15am, 9:00am, 9:30am, 1:00pm, 

3:30pm, 7pm; Thu 7:00am, 7pm 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Sweetheart Sunday 
Sunday, Feb. 11 at 10:15am • Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

We will have sugar cookies to decorate, a heart walk (similar 

to a cake walk), along with a couple craft projects. Come join 

us as we help spread the love! 

Service Sunday: 

WE╬ogether Serve 

the Hungry 
Sunday, Feb. 4 • Both Sites 

ALL generations are invited to serve 

together following worship. Our hope 

is that EVERYONE will attend! 

This year, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 

Reformation. For all Christians, this anniversary recalls an era 

of tremendous change in history. In the centuries since Martin 

Luther posted his “95 Theses” on the church door in Witten-

berg, Germany, there have been times of great strife and divi-

sion among Christians. In recent decades, we have worked 

hard on reconciliation. Throughout the years of our shared 

ecumenical endeavors, we have learned there is much on 

which we agree theologically and practically. While certain 

issues remain to be resolved, we are committed to continuing 

dialogue in seeking deepened mutual understanding. We recall 

the exhortation of Pope John Paul II to pursue a healing of 

memories. 

 

Currently, many lines of division are being drawn between peo-

ple in our country and our world. Some leaders in various 

places in the world spread fear instead of calling people to the 

hard work of genuine compassion, justice for all, and abiding 

peace. Likewise, leaders of Christian communities are sum-

moned to be voices for the oppressed and untiring agents of 

reconciliation. 

 

Two recent summaries of our Lutheran-Catholic dialogue are 

available online and offer marvelous summaries of the work 

we have done thus far to build relationships of mutual under-

standing and respect. Those documents are the Joint Declara-

tion on the Doctrine of Justification, signed on October 31, 

1999, as an official statement of Lutherans and Catholics, and 

the 2015 document Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry 

and Eucharist, which provides 32 statements of agreement as a 

result of a half century of formal Lutheran-Catholic dialogues. 

These documents offer significant insight into the work we 

have committed to do together. 

 

On this occasion, October 31, 2017, as the date of the 500th 

anniversary of the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation, we 

publicly declare that we are committed to the work of Christ 

for the sake of the whole world. We are convinced that—under 

the blessing of God’s Spirit—we will continue to discover to-

gether profound paths to reconciliation, mutual respect, and 

care for the neighbor. We commit to this work in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

As fellow servants in Christ, 

Bishop Lowell G. Almen 

Grand Canyon Synod Apostolic Adminstrator 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

& 

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas 

Diocese of Tucson  

Lutheran and Catholics: For the Healing of Memories 

Grand Canyon Synod Experience—January 2018 

Transportation Day 
Sunday, March 4 at 10:30am • Gilbert Campus 

This is our 9th Annual Transportation Day. If you missed the 

fun last year, you’ll want to be sure to mark your calendars so 

you can join us! It will be a fun day where kids can explore, sit 

in, and take pictures by all kinds of transportation. 

 

If you have a form of transportation you can bring 

(examples: tractor, motorcycle, limo, boat, horse, RV, 

etc.) or know of someone who does, please contact Shan-

non Fossett at sfossett@desertcross.org. 


