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Tempe Campus 

(Church Office) 

8600 S. McClintock Dr.  

Tempe, AZ 85284  

 

Gilbert Campus 

3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 

Gilbert, AZ 85297 

 

Tempe // Saturday 

5pm - Worship  

 

Tempe // Sunday 

8:00am Traditional Worship 

9:00am Fellowship 

9:30am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

 

Gilbert // Sunday  

9:00am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:00am Fellowship 

10:15am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

As a missional congregation,  we 

celebrate Christ’s presence,  invite 

people into a growing relationship 

with Jesus and equip them to serve 

in a broken world. 

 

 

All newsletter submissions are  

due the 15th of the month prior to 

the month that an article is to be 

advertised. 

New Beginnings 
Pastor Dan Megorden 

The Lenten season is an important time  

for Christ-followers to walk with our Lord 

towards the cross on Calvary. The One who 

came as “servant-king,” invites us to find 

life in our serving, in our reaching out, in 

our giving of ourselves for others. May God 

bless us as we walk the way of the Cross in 

our daily lives! 
 
I want to give you an update that affects  

us all. We have been so blessed by Jacque 

Jecker, and his wonderful friendship and 

ministry among us. In May, he is moving 

back to Texas and will be ending his role as 

Worship Coordinator. With our deepest love 

and affection, we wish Jacque blessings for 

his new journey and truly thank God for his 

life among us! God Bless Jacque! 
 
As we anticipate Jacque’s transition, we 

have asked Jessica Robinson to step into 

this position, and use the next two months, 

to work alongside Jacque to learn all the 

many facets of the Worship Coordinator 

role. Jacque will coach and mentor Jessica 

as we see a seamless transition in this  

important function here at Desert Cross.  

We welcome Jessica in her new role and 

here is some information about Jessica in 

her own words: 
 
Jessica Robinson and her family have been 

attending Desert Cross since Lent of 2015.  

In that time her 3 children George (13), Nina 

(11), and Mary (9) have been active with the 

Junior High, Kids Connect, Ignite Choir and 

VBS. Jessica has been a Sunday school 

teacher, in on the welcome committee, is  

a member of a ChristCare group, has  

volunteered with VBS, been on the Church 

Council in the Vice President position for the 

last year and is currently also on the RENEW: 

Home team. Jessica is a third generation 

native of Arizona, attended Corona del Sol 

HS and received a BS in Interior Design from 

NAU where she met her husband Andy who  

is a Captain-Paramedic with the Rural/Metro 

Fire Dept. And, while up to this point, she  

has mainly attended the 9:30am Sunday 

service she’s looking forward to meeting  

and working with people at all three Tempe 

services. 
 
Have a wonderful March! 

Pastor Dan Megorden   

Celebrate Easter 
Sunday, April 1 

Tempe 
6:30am, 8:00am & 9:30am 
 
Gilbert 

9:00am & 10:30am 
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Pastor Dan and I have been talking about an article  
he found in the New York Times about dementia specific 

advanced directives. According to the article, somewhere 

between 20 and 30 percent of us will develop dementia 
as we age. A standard advanced directive might not  

apply to a person who is experiencing a dementia illness 
and might not allow a person to articulate their wishes 

about medical care as their condition changes.  
 
A group of researchers published a Dementia Specific  

Advanced Directive in the Journal of American Medical  
Association. This form helps to articulate how much  
medical care you would want if you were developing  
dementia from a disease such as Alzheimer’s. There  

are three stages listed with the ability to express wishes  
for medical care at each stage. This document allows  

people to discuss possibilities with their loved ones  

and their medical team. 
 
Download the directive at https://dementia-directive.org 

or obtain a copy from Denise Viker. As your Parish Nurse, 

I would be happy to meet with individuals or families to 
discuss the document and additional ways to express 
advanced directives. A conversation with significant 

loved ones is vital to decision planning, to help them  
understand what you value and what is important to you. 

Lenten Midweek Services 
February 28, March 7, 14, 21 

Tempe Noon Worship Service followed by Lite Lunch 

Tempe Worship Service 7pm 

Gilbert Supper 6pm - Gilbert Worship Service 7pm 
 
To volunteer for the Tempe Lite Lunches, please contact 

Rosemary Kesler at rkesler40@gmail.com or  480-980-5309. 
 
Gilbert Supper Volunteers Needed 

We need volunteers to bring soup, salad, and bread. Sign up 

after worship or by contacting Staci Smith at 

stacilynnsmith@aol.com 

Lent Dates 

“Welcome to the Lord’s Table!” 
 

Holy Communion Instruction 
Continues Wednesday, March 7 • 5pm • Tempe 

 

The Passover Potluck 
Thursday, March 29 • 5:30pm • Tempe 

The Passover Potluck honoring the First Communicants 

and their families will be on Maundy Thursday.  

Students will receive the sacrament during the 7pm 
worship service that same evening. 

Palm Sunday 
March 25 • Celebrations at all services 

Kids singing in worship at both sites. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
March 29 • 7pm • Tempe & Gilbert 

First Communion will take place at the Tempe Campus. 

Good Friday Worship 
March 30 • 7pm • Tempe & Gilbert 

At the Tempe Campus the Sanctuary Choir will present 

a Good Friday Cantata entitled Day of Tears. Experience 

the last hours of Christ’s life through music inspired by 

His love for us through His suffering. 

Dementia Specific Advanced Directives 
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The months that was… 
During the month of February we celebrated several  

Baptisms. First on Sunday, February 4 at the 9:30am 
service in Tempe Daizey Layne Gomez, daughter of  

Carlie Eberle and Joseph Gomez was baptized. Then,  
on Sunday, February 25 at the 9am service in Gilbert  

we baptized Juliet Anna Shepherd and Audrey Katelyn 

Shepherd, daughters of Christopher & Elizabeth  

Shepherd.  

Introducing the Gilbert 

Chamber Members 

Education—Laura Krizan 

Fellowship—Staci Smith 

Worship Support—Susan Carroll 
Mission & Outreach—Angie Stone 
Finance & Stewardship—John Hughes 

Property—Susan Johnston 

Operation Support—Jessica Pfau 

Church Council Members  

of the Month 
Church Council members will be available at all services 
on the first weekend of the month to address questions 

and concerns. 
 
Council Members for March 3/4: 

Tempe—Paul Fagerman & Jessica Robinson 

Gilbert—Bryan Riensche 

An important theme of the Lenten season is the  

humanity of Christ. In Jesus, God became human and 

fully experienced the wide range of emotions we all  
encounter in life. Jesus experienced times of loneliness, 
sadness, hurt, anger, disappointment, grief, and  

abandonment. God never intended us to be completely 
self-sufficient, part of the plan is for us to turn to others 

for help when we need it. 
 
If you are experiencing difficult times, don’t struggle 

alone. Our Stephen Ministers will walk with you, listen 
to you, encourage you, pray with you, and provide  

confidential one-to-one care to be with you through 

tough times. Stephen Ministers can bring the love of 

Jesus into your life. To learn more about Stephen  
Ministry, talk to one of our Stephen Leaders: Dave  

Landstrom, John Hughes, or Denise Viker. We are here 
for you! 

Sending Easter Cards 

We invite you to share Christ’s love with one of Desert 
Cross’ members, Cameron Solace, who is stationed in 
South Korea for the next year. If you would like to send 

him Easter cards or a snack package with candy, it 

would be very much appreciated. 
 
Cameron Solace 

PSC 3 Box 7193 
APO AP 96266 

Help Decorate 

our Sanctuaries 

with Beautiful 

Blooming Plants 
Once again we will be decorating both the Sanctuary in  

Gilbert and the one in Tempe for Easter with live plants. Look 

for more Easter Flower Dedication information soon. 

SHRED-A-THON 
Saturday, April 14 

12pm-2pm 

Tempe Campus 
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Book Group: Claire of 

the Sea Light 
Thursdays, March 1-15 
 2pm OR 7pm • Tempe Adult Classroom  

We’ll read Claire of the Sea Light by  
Edwidge Danticat. The people of a  

Haitian town come together to search for a missing girl. 
The search reveals secrets and truths. 
 
Book Fee: $14.50 with Scholarships Available. 
 
To register for the Tempe afternoon group, contact Lola  

Peterson at lolabluebirds@q.com or 602-686-2865.  
To register for the Tempe evening group, contact  

Denise McClellan at dmcclellan@desertcross.org or  
480-926-3141. 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

The ChristCare program is our small group ministry at 
Desert Cross. Groups meet once a week for worship, 

prayer, Bible study, and fellowship. You may join a 
ChristCare Group at any time. If you find one that fits 

your schedule, please come… you are always welcome. 
You don't have to wait to be invited, join one this week! 
For more information or to find a group  that meets your 

needs, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 or 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 
 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm; Wed 9am, 9:30am, 
1pm, 3:30pm, 7pm; Thu 7am, 6:45pm, 7pm 

WE╬ogether Adult Forum 
Sundays from 10:30-11:15am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Sundays from 10:30-11am • Gilbert Sanctuary 

March 18 & 25 
This spring we’ll be using a series of videos from 

ChurchNext, an ecumenical website that explores faith 
topics. Our next topic is Why Does God Get Angry? with 

Rolf Jacobson. If you have any questions, contact Pastor 
Andrea, Pastor Dan, or Pastor Matt at 480-730-8600. 

 

 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation 

Thursday, Mar. 1 • 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Meet new friends! See old friends! 
 

Third Thursday Game Day 
Thursday, Mar. 15 • 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Come for some fun and some conversation. 
Don’t like to play games? Come for the coffee!  

Wise Guys 
Mondays at 9am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Are you a guy? Are you wise? Join other Wise Guys every  
Monday for coffee.  

C3:Coffee, Conversation  
and Christ 

March 13 & 27 
10am • Gilbert  
The C3 group meets twice 

a month for coffee and  
conversation. Everyone is 

truly welcome! We’d love 
to get to know you! 

Cursillo News 
By Sandra Fischer, Parish Representative 

You’ve all heard of Cursillo. Many of you have been on  
a Cursillo Weekend and served on a team. For me, it  

has really enriched my faith journey. I know that I  

continue to draw closer to God by reading my Bible, 
attending and participating at church and meeting  
with my fellow Cursillistas. Cursillo IS NOT a retreat or 
study group. It is a weekend with God that offers you 
ways to enrich your faith journey that continues beyond 

the weekend. I would love to share with you what  
Cursillo can do for your faith journey. We are always 

looking for people who would like to attend a weekend, 
the next weekends are MEN’s: March 15-18, 2018 and 
WOMEN’s: March 22-25, 2018. There is still time to  

consider attending these weekends or a future  
weekend (the next ones will be October). For more  

information, please contact me at 480-234-1658 OR 
uffdaskf@gmail.com. Enjoy this Lenten Season and 

praise God that Easter is coming!!! 
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Adult Programs & Ministries 

Breakfast Dudes 
Saturday, March 17 at 8am 

Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
Men, would you like to get to 

know the other men of the  
congregation a little better while encouraging each 
other in the faith? Then come and join us! The meeting 

will last about an hour and breakfast will be served! All 
men are welcome! Bring a friend! Join us in March and 

hear John Hughes present the topic: Stewardship and 
Stephen Ministry 

Beer & Bible 
Friday, Mar.9 at 7pm • Home of Don & Ruth Legacie  

1006 S. Quinn Ct., Gilbert 85296 • 480-748-4599 

All adults who would like to meet others in the  
congregation, discuss a scriptural topic, and grow in 

their relationships are invited to attend this fellowship 
group. Pastor Matt Dobyns will lead the study.  

Attendees  should bring one food item and a beverage 

to share.  

Sacred Journeys  

with Bruce Feiler 
Mondays, April 2-May 7 at 7pm  

Tempe Adult Classroom 

This PBS series explores pilgrimages around the world. 

Bruce Feiler, the New York Times best-selling author, 
travels with American pilgrims on six historic pilgrim-

ages. Come and explore Lourdes, Shikoku, Jerusalem, 

Hajj, Kumbh Mela, and Osun-Osogbo. Each night we’ll 
watch a one hour video and have some time to discuss 

the program. To register, contact Denise McClellan at 
480-730-8600 or dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 

Looping our Communities:  

What can we learn from  

Santa Barbara, CA 
Thursday, March 8 • 12:45pm-2:30pm 

Ed Robson Branch Library, Lecky Center 
9330 E. Riggs Rd, Sun Lakes 85248 

The hearing loop provides accessibility for those of us 

with severe hearing loss. We experience this technology 

in our very own meeting room in the Ed Robson Library. 
In 2012, OTOJOY partnered with the Santa Barbara 

chapter of HLAA to create the “Loop Santa Barbara” 
public awareness campaign to educate venues,  

consumers, and hearing professionals about hearing 
loop technology. To date, more than 80 community 
spaces have been looped. Let’s loop Phoenix! Please 

join us as we welcome Tom Kaufmann and learn about 

this exciting initiative and technology. 
 
If you, a family member, or a friend is challenged by 

hearing loss, please come and join us for education, 
sharing, and refreshments. All are welcome. CART (real-

time captioning) is provided and the meeting room is 
looped, thanks to the Friends of the Library, for your 
hearing accessibility. Please park in the church lot 

next to the library. For additional information, contact 
one of the following:  

Liz Booth at halib72@gmail.com, Regina Milgroom at 
reggiefaith@gmail.com, Patty Dennehy at 602-652-3000 

and ask for the Ed Robson Branch. 

All ladies are invited to join Pastor Andrea to discover  

surprising women of the Bible to help us understand who  

we are in Christ. We will gather to grown in faith & friendship,  

as we discover how God’s word speaks into our lives today.  

All are welcome! RSVP to Pastor Andrea at 

acain@desertcross.org. 
 
Gilbert:  

Tuesdays, April 3, 10, & 17 • 7pm-8:15pm • Room 103 
 
Tempe:  

Wednesdays, April 4, 11, & 18 • 7pm-8:15pm • Adult Classroom 

FAITH FRIENDS 
“Surprising Women of the Bible, Part II” 
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Adult Programs & Ministries 

Soul to Sole: 
Desert Cross Walking and  

Running Group 

Walking and Running—Saturdays Early 
Looking for a running group? Please join us! 
We are supportive, friendly Christians who 

run early every Saturday morning in either 

the Tempe or Gilbert area. All paces are  
welcome—we are not fast! (Well, most of us, 
anyway!) We support and pray for each other while  
training for a race or just getting some great exercise. 
 
Monday evening walks 
Want to walk with us? We walk once a week for 30-45  

minutes on Monday evenings and end with a prayer.  
We rotate meeting at either Kiwinis Park in Tempe or 

Freestone Park in Gilbert. Please join us! All are  
welcome. Bring a friend! 
 
Contact Michelle Butler for more information and to  
receive a weekly email with exact meeting time and  

location: michelle@mebutler.com or 480-415-8174. 

MOPS 
Thursdays, March 1 & 15 at 9:30am • Gilbert 

Join other Moms of Preschoolers as we grow and  

support one another during these early stages of  
motherhood. We meet twice a month to enjoy brunch, 

discussions, service, crafts, and connections with moms 
who understand your joys and struggles. If you are  
interested in joining the group or would like to  

volunteer with childcare, please contact Jolene at  
desertcrossMOPS@gmail.com. 

Kids Connect Event 
Sunday, March 18 • 1pm-2:30pm • Tempe Gym 

Kids in grades Kindergarten through 5th are invited to 
join Miss Kristen for an afternoon of fun! Bring a friend! 

Spiritual Spa 
Saturday, April 21 at 10am • Tempe Community Center 

Join the women of Desert Cross as we celebrate Spring  
with a Spiritual Spa event. This event will take place  
from 10am to 1pm. We will be having lunch and enjoying 

activities designed to refresh and renew our spirits. Cost  
for the event is $15 which includes lunch and materials. 
Scholarships are available upon request. Place your  
reservations with Dawn Collins in the church office at  

480-730-8600 or dcollins@desertcross.org. 

Transportation Day 
Sunday, March 4 • 10:30am-12:45pm • Gilbert 

Come join us! We are doing Service Sunday in Gilbert 
starting at 10:30 . . . Tempe folks come on over after 
worship. We will be making thank you cards to hand out 

to the people who bring vehicles and serve us daily, like 

firemen and police! Then enjoy transportation day 

where you can explore, sit in, and take pictures by all 
kinds of transportation! Tell your friends and 
neighbors! 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

 

NO Education 

March 11 - Spring Break 
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Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

High School Night 
Sundays at 7pm in Tempe Youth Room 

A night of games and group discussion on “real life” 
topics. Come join us and bring your friends! 
 
Meeting March 4, 18 & 25 

Saturdays • 10:30am-noon  

Tempe Community Center Gym 

High School basketball players are invited to join us on  

Saturdays to run drills, work on fundamentals, and  
scrimmage with two volunteer coaches. If you plan to 

attend, please contact Michelle Reaban at 520-245-4176 
or mreaban@gmail.com to be sure we have access to 

the gym and coaching that day. Hope you can join us! 

 

High School 

Basketball 

Jr. High Confirmation 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Gilbert 

Teens in Confirmation meet with their parents and 
Chad Diegle as they learn more about the faith that they 

were baptized into.  
 
Please plan on attending Lenten Services.  

Joyful Noises 
Wednesdays at 9am • Gilbert 

Join us for this caregiver/tot program that includes  
music and story-time, a snack, and a small craft. It is 
open to all our youngest friends. Come and bring a 

friend! 
 
NO Joyful Noises March 14 & 28 

IGNITE 
Saturdays, Mar. 17 & 24 • 9am • Tempe Sanctuary 

We will be singing, playing instruments, sharing  

devotions, and singing in worship once a month for our 
9:30am service. Children in grades 2-6 are invited to 

participate. For more information or to sign up, please 
contact our Director of Worship and Music, Jane Yost at 
jyost@desertcross.org.  

Experience Experience JOYJOY! The ! The 
Gilbert Sunday School Gilbert Sunday School 

Kids will be singing during Kids will be singing during 
the service out in Gilbert the service out in Gilbert 

on April 26! on April 26! 

Kids Sing in Worship: 

March 25   

in Gilbert & Tempe 

Missions & Outreach 

Gilbert Outreach Collections 
February: Souper Bowl donated items went to Open Arms Care Center & Food Pantry 

May: Water Hydration Program through Grace Lutheran (two weeks of Hunger Jar Contributions) in conjunction 

with Tempe  
June: Back to School donations 

November: “Be Thankful” Food Drive for Open Arms and Concordia 
December: Angel Tree 
 
We are excited to branch out this year and start more community oriented projects so keep an eye out for opportuni-
ties to get out and help our neighbors as the hands and feet of Jesus! 
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Missions & Outreach 

The Outreach Committee 

Thanks You! 
THANK YOU DESERT CROSS! We have such a caring  
congregation! During the special Hunger Jar $890.04 

was collected (broken down as follows: Eagles $314.00, 

Other $385.29, $190.75) for Shepherd’s Warehouse. We 
also collected 360 pounds of food and that is 61 pounds 
more than we collected last year. That will help feel a 

lot of people! 

Multiple Sclerosis Bike Ride 
March 24 & 25 

I along with other members of the Main Street Mashers 
will be riding in the M.S. bike ride on March 24 and 25, 
2018. This ride will be my 27th in a row. I will be accept-

ing donations and pledges after each service at the 
Tempe campus the weekend of March 17/18. You can 
also donate at www.bikemsarizona.org.  
 
Thank you for your support,  
Art Krzyzewski (krzyarty@cox.net or 602-292-0663) 

The Outreach Ministry and the United Blood Services (UBS) 

will be hosting a blood drive on Sunday, April 22, 2018 with 

the UBS Bloodmobile on the Tempe campus from 7:30am to 

1pm. Sign-ups will be available after each service at the 

Tempe campus starting the weekends of March 17/18 

through April 14/15. You can also go on-line to schedule an 

appointment by logging onto www.bloodhero.com and using 

“desertcross” (all one word) as the sponsor code. Another 

way to schedule an appointment is at any UBS office. You can 

donate whole blood or power red. There is a need for Type O 

negative, Type A negative, and Type B negative power red 

donations. Please remember that when you donate you earn 

points that can be turned in for prizes. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Art Krzyzewski at  

602-292-0663 or krzyarty@cox.net. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

SUNDAY, April 22 

Thank You 
On behalf of the Outreach Committee I want to thank 
our wonderful and generous congregation for their  
gifts last fall during the Thanksgiving Food Drive and 

also for Turkey Sunday! We brought 4 car loads of non 

perishable goods to Shepherd’s Warehouse, including 
gift cards. A car load of non perishable goods was 

brought to Kyrene Resource Center to help needy  
families in our area and 3 families (2 refugee and 1 large 
Angel Tree family) also got non perishable goods. Our 

congregation donated 15 Turkeys on Turkey Sunday. 
 
It warms my heart to think of the happiness we brought 

to struggling families last fall. Thanks so much. 
 
Sincerely, Heidi Maxson 

Concordia Charter School would like to extend our 

heartfelt thanks to Desert Cross Lutheran Church  

Gilbert for making the holidays brighter for our students 
and families! Your generous gifts of warm jackets and 
other essentials truly makes a difference. We also  

enjoyed having Sue Kyle and Kathy & John Hughes help 
with our cookie decorating station on December 22. It 

was a lively and festive day, and we appreciate you all 
being a part of the fun! 
 
Your ongoing support is vital to our mission, and we 
look forward to partnering with you in 2018. Please sign 

up for our e-newsletter and follow us on social media to 
see all of the exciting things happening at our school! 
 
Warmly, The staff, students, and families of Concordia 
Charter School 

Easter Basket Toy Drive 

for Concordia Charter School 
The Outreach Ministry is conducting our annual Candy-less 

Easter basket drive. Collection will take place March 3 - 25. 

Below is a list of items that we would like to collect.  
 
Sidewalk Chalk, Bubbles, Jump ropes, Small stuffed animals, 

Chap stick, Nail polish, Flash cards, Small balls, Coloring 

books, Crayons, Fun Erasers, Beads/Necklaces, Bracelets, Yo-

yos. NO baskets or grass please. 
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March Birthdays & Milestone Anniversaries 

Missions & Outreach 
Tempe Outreach Collections 

March 3 - 25: Easter Toy Drive 

April 1 - 29: Purse Drive for Shoebox Ministries 

April 22: Blood Drive 

May: Hunger Jar Water Drive for Grace Lutheran’s Dehydration program 

June 2 - July 4: “Stock the Shelves” summer food drive 

July 5 - September 4: Back to School & Undies and Socks Drives 

September 4 - October 1: Blanket and Jacket Drive 

October 21: Blood Drive 

October 1 - November 8: “Be Thankful” Food Drive for Shepherd’s Warehouse. 

November 18: Turkey Sunday for Kyrene Resource Center and Shepherd’s Warehouse 

November 9 - December 9: Angel Tree collection with packing and distribution on December 9 
 
We always accept toiletries for Grace Lutheran. We also accept eyeglasses for Lion’s Club, pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House, 

gently worn shoes for Kyrene Resource Center, and Campbell’s Soup Labels, Coca Cola caps, and Box Tops for Concordia 

School.  
 
Please place these in the appropriate box or opening in the Outreach Cabinet in the corner of the narthex. If your donation is too 

large, please place behind the doors in the front of the cabinet. Reminder, we no longer collect used postage stamps as we have 

no outlet for them. *Please note: Do not place perishable items in the large collection bins. 
 
Kyrene Resource Center, which services the Guadalupe area, often has need of usable furniture and appliances when they help 

families transition from homeless into homes or apartments. Please call Irma Horton at 602-330-7233. She will direct you to the 

drop off place or make arrangements to pick up the items. They have no large storage facilities. 

Congratulations to all of     

our March birthdays and  

anniversaries. Wishing  

you God’s blessings on  

your special day! 

  
For privacy reasons, Desert 

Cross does not publish the 
names and birthdays/

anniversaries of our  
congregation online. The full 

list of birthdays and  

anniversaries is available in 

the printed newsletter or you 
may request a list from the 
church office by contacting 

Maegan Jennett at  
mjennett@desertcross.org. 

  
Thank you for understanding. 
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Associate Pastor 

Andrea Cain 

acain@desertcross.org 
 
Associate Pastor 

Matt Dobyns 

mdobyns@desertcross.org 
 
Senior Pastor 

Dan Megorden 

dmegorden@desertcross.org 
 
Office Manager 

Dawn Collins 

dcollins@desertcross.org 
 
Operations & Property 

Doug Bjotvedt 

dbjotvedt@desertcross.org 
 
Parish Nurse 

Denise Viker, RN 

dviker@desertcross.org 
 
Adult Ministry Director 

Denise McClellan 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org 

Youth Ministries 

Chad Diegle 

cdiegle@desertcross.org 
 
Children’s Ministry Director 

Shannon Fossett 

sfossett@desertcross.org 
 
Children’s Ministry Assistant 

Kristen Roehling 

kroehling@desertcross.org 
 
Tempe Worship & Music 

Jane Yost 

jyost@desertcross.org 
 
Gilbert Worship & Music 

Michael Lottes 

mlottes@desertcross.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 

Jacque Jecker 

jjecker@desertcross.org 
 
Communications Coordinator 

Maegan Jennett 

mjennett@desertcross.org 

Church Council 

council@desertcross.org 
 
Are you in need of prayer? Send prayer 

requests to prayerchain@desertcross.org 

or fill out a prayer request form. 
 
Newsletter submissions should be sent 

to mjennett@desertcross.org by the 15th 

of the month prior. The deadline for     

additions to the calendar in the weekly 

bulletin or email is the Tuesday prior. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com 

 
Get the latest Desert Cross News 
on our website  
www.desertcross.org 
 

Sign up to receive the newsletter 
via email  

Click the Join Our Mailing List     
button at www.desertcross.org 

Contact Information 

Tempe • Church Office • 8600 S. McClintock Dr. Tempe, AZ 85284 

Gilbert • 3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 Gilbert, AZ 85297 

480-730-8600 • info@desertcross.org • www.desertcross.org  

610 N. Alma School Suite 30 • Chandler, AZ 85224 

9am-4pm Mon-Sat • (480) 857-8310          

www.treasuresthrift.com 

A Blessed Easter to you from all the volunteers at  

Hidden Treasures.  
 
Hidden Treasures will celebrate our 10th Anniversary 

the week of March 5-10. Come celebrate with us. Each 

day you shop, you may choose an egg with a hidden 
discount. There will be balloons for children during  
the week. 
 
During our 10 years, we have hired a manager,  
expanded to three stores, expanded our volunteer  
base, and expanded the money we have given to the  

community. We have worn out one truck and are in the 

process of searching for another. You have helped in 

our growth by your wonderful donations, and by your 

purchases at the store. Every effort counts. 
 
Our volunteers have helped make the growth possible. 
They sort, price, steam, and fill the racks. Others use 
their gifts to arrange attractive displays. The estate sale 
team have become experts at packing and loading—
even when it is 110 degrees. People in the back make 

sure items work before they are placed on the floor. As 
the recent Gospel message 1 Corinthians 12:12-20; 
“There are many members but one body.” 
 
Department Spotlight: Electronic/Sports/Cleaning 
Items and . . . In the far corner of the store, you will find 
a “searcher’s delight.” You might find golf clubs,  

vacuums, cleaning supplies, coolers, exercise  equip-

ment, irons & ironing boards, tools and random items 
for the house. Check it out! 
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March Calendar 

Regularly Scheduled Events 
 
SUN Worship, Fellowship & Education (NO Education 3/11) 

 Adult Chancel Choir | 7:45am | Gilbert  

 SEA Group | 10am | Gilbert (3/11, 3/25) 

 Kids Connect Event | 1pm | Tempe (3/18) 

 High School Night | 7pm | Tempe (3/4, 3/18, 3/25) 
 
MON Wise Guys | 9am | Tempe 

 Equippers | 5:30pm | Tempe (3/5, 3/19) 

 Ringing Praise | 7pm | Tempe  
 
TUE C3: Coffee, Conversation & Christ | 10am  

  Gilbert (3/13, 3/27) 

 Songleaders | 5:45pm | Tempe 

 Faith Friends | 7pm | Gilbert (Not meeting) 
 
WED Joyful Noises | 9am | Gilbert (NO Classes 3/14, 3/28) 

 SEA Group | 9am | Tempe (3/14, 3/28) 

 Sanctuary Choir | Tempe  

 Jr. High Confirmation | 7pm | Gilbert (Lenten Services) 

 Jr. High Night | 7pm | Tempe (Not meeting) 

 Faith Friends | 7pm | Gilbert (Not meeting) 
 
THU 55+ Coffee & Fellowship | 9am | Tempe (3/1) 

 Book Group | 2pm OR 7pm | Tempe (3/1, 3/8, 3/15) 

 Soul 2 Sole Walking Group (Not meeting) 
  
SAT Soul 2 Sole Walking & Running Group | 5am 

 SEA Group | 7:30am | Tempe (3/10, 3/24) 

 Ignite Children’s Choir | 9am | Tempe (3/17, 3/24) 

 High School Basketball | 10:30am | Tempe 

 Junior Choir | 4pm | Gilbert (NOT meeting 3/31) 

 Worship | 5pm | Tempe 

March Events 
 
MOPS 

Thursdays, March 1 & 15 | 9:30am | Gilbert Campus 
 
New Member Orientation 

Thursday, March 1 | 7pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Altar Guild Bread Baking 

Saturday, March 3 | 8:30am | Tempe Community Center Kitchen 
 
Transportation Day—Service Sunday 

Sunday, March 4 | 10:30am-12:45pm | Gilbert Campus 
 
Gilbert Hospitality Meeting 

Monday, March 5| 5pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Lenten Worship & Meals in Tempe 

Wednesdays, Mar. 7, 14 & 21 | 12pm  w/ lite lunch following 

Wednesdays, Mar. 7, 14 & 21 | 7pm Worship 
 
Lenten Worship & Meals in Gilbert 

Wednesdays, Mar. 7, 14 & 21 | 6pm Supper | 7pm Worship 
 
Beer & Bible 

Friday, March 9 | 7pm | Home of Don & Ruth Legacie 
 
Gilbert Chamber Meeting 

Tuesday, March 13 | 7pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
55+ Third Thursday Game Day 

Thursday, March 15 | 9am | Tempe Adult Classroom 
 
Breakfast Dudes 

Saturday, March 17 | 8am | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Church Council Meeting 

Monday, March 19 | 7pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Serve at Grace Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, March 25 | 6:30am | Grace Lutheran Church, Phoenix 
 
Palm Sunday Worship 

Sunday, March 25 | Both Sites 
 
I-HELP Hosting 

Tuesday, March 27 | 5pm | Tempe Community Center 
 
Passover Potluck 

Thursday, March 29 | 5:30pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Maundy Thursday Worship 

Thursday, March 29 | 7pm | Tempe & Gilbert Sanctuaries 
 
Good Friday Cantata/Worship 

Friday, March 30 | 7pm | Tempe & Gilbert Sanctuaries 

TEMPE // SATURDAY 

5:00pm •  Worship 
 

TEMPE // SUNDAY 

8:00am - 9:00am  • Traditional Worship 

9:30am - 10:30am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30 - 11:15am • WE╬ogether Learn  
 

GILBERT // SUNDAY 

9:00am - 10:00am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:15am - 11:00am • WE╬ogether Learn  

Worship & Education Times 

ChristCare Small Groups 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm;  

Wed 9am, 9:30am, 1pm, 3:30pm, 7pm; 

Thu 7am, 6:45pm, 7pm 
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Mark Your Calendar 

The Big Questions with  

Pastor Steve Holm 
Tuesdays, April 17-May 8 at 7pm • Tempe Sanctuary 

Did you ever wonder about who or what God really  

is? Have you ever shared your notion of God? Do  

Christians, Jews, and Muslims really worship the same 
God? Who gets to decide who God is? And what about 
heaven? What’s life after death really like? How does 

anyone know? Does prayer really work?  
 
These are the kinds of questions Pastor Holm will be 

addressing in this class. There’s no study guide . . .  
nothing to read . . . and by the time we’re done you’ll 
have some satisfying answers that you’ll have opportu-

nity to share. And you might even find out what he 
thinks about some of these things.  
 
For questions about the class, contact Pastor Steve at 
sholm90@gmail.com. To register for the class, contact 

Denise McClellan at dmcclellan@desertcross.org or  
480-730-8600. 

Feed My Starving Children  

Packing Event 
Sat., May 5 • 2pm-4pm • FMSC Mesa Packing Center 

Service “Sunday” is going on the road! We’ll gather at 

the Feed My Starving Children Packing Center in Mesa 
to pack Nutritious meals for children around the world. 
Come and Serve and Make a Difference! To sign up, use 

the link below: http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/

Group/JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1204364 . For more  
information, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 
or dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 

Youth Mexico Mission Trip  

Fundraising Rummage Sale 
Saturday, April 14 • 7am-11am • Tempe Campus 

Mark your calendars! We looking for donations and 

would appreciate if each household would consider 

donating $100 worth of SELLABLE items. We will be 
sorting and setting everything up on Friday, April 13 
from 5pm to 10pm. All proceeds will go toward funding 

the Mexico Mission Trip this summer. It is a life changing 
experience for all attending. If you are interested in  

getting involved, please contact Chad Diegle at  
480-730-8600 or cdiegle@desertcross.org. Please note 

that we will not be taking donations until Monday, April 

9, as we do not have the space to store items sooner. 

Annual Golf Scramble 
Saturday, April 7 • 7:30am • Legacy Golf Club 

6808 S. 32nd Street, Phoenix 85042 
 

Have fun . . . support a great cause! This is a  fun four-person 

golf scramble for golfers of all abilities. 
 
The Southeast Valley Lutheran Coalition has built 21 homes 

in the Phoenix Metro Area for deserving low-income families 

as an Adopt-A-Home Sponsor with the Central Arizona affili-

ate of Habitat for Humanity. Proceeds from this tournament 

go towards funding the Coalition’s 22nd home project. 
 
The form to sign up for this event is available in the church 

office. Cost is $125 per person. 


