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Tempe Campus 

(Church Office) 

8600 S. McClintock Dr.  

Tempe, AZ 85284  

 

Gilbert Campus 

3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 

Gilbert, AZ 85297 

 

Tempe // Saturday 

5pm - Worship  

 

Tempe // Sunday 

8:00am Traditional Worship 

9:00am Fellowship 

9:30am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

 

Gilbert // Sunday  

9:00am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:00am Fellowship 

10:15am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

As a missional congregation,  we 

celebrate Christ’s presence,  invite 

people into a growing relationship 

with Jesus and equip them to serve 

in a broken world. 

 

 

All newsletter submissions are  

due the 15th of the month prior to 

the month that an article is to be 

advertised. 

A Celebration of Love 
Pastor Dan Megorden 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13 and I 
am blessed to reflect on my mom’s 

great love that she freely shared with 
my dad and my siblings. And equally, I 
feel so blessed to have a terrific wife, 

Mary, who has demonstrated such  
generous, giving, gracious love to me 

and to our children. Mother’s Day is a 
true celebration of love! 
 
Andy Rooney was a long-time colum-
nist and 60 Minutes contributor. He 

wrote a wonderful tribute to his 
mother—let me share part of it.  
 
“My mother died today. She was a great 
mom and I am typing with tears in my 

eyes. There were a lot of things she  
wasn’t so good at, but no one was ever 

better at being a mother. There was 
something so good about her being a 

mother that will far exceed any good 
that I will ever do. I think I know why she 

was a world champion mother. She had 
unlimited love and forgiveness in her 
heart. Neither my sister nor I ever did 

anything so wrong in her eyes that she 
couldn’t explain it in terms of right. Mom 

assumed our goodness. Moms love 
made us better.” 
 
God gives many, many blessings. I hope 
you too can join with me in giving great 

thanks for the blessings of moms, and 
all those who give motherly care! Jesus 

said, “love one another, just as I have 
loved you!” 
 
Happy Mother’s Day! 
Pastor Dan Megorden   

Desert Cross is passionate about  

supporting families and encouraging 

and equipping parents to raise up their 
children in the faith and helping to  

develop strong relationships with each 
other and Jesus. 
 
Our partnership with MOPS, Mothers of 
Preschoolers, is a beautiful example! 

This ecumenical, Christian group helps 

raise up faith, strong moms from every 
walk of life! Our Desert Cross group 

meets on our Gilbert Campus, and I 

have the privilege of being invited as a 

program speaker to share a devotion at 
their winter and spring meetings each 

year. This gives me an opportunity to 
shower love and encouragement on 
these moms who are doing the hard 

work of raising children and seeking a 
faithful network to support them in 
that holy endeavor. 

 
Continued on page 2. 

Faith & Family at Desert Cross 
By Pastor Andrea 
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REMINDER: If you are travelling and staying in a  
hotel, remember to bring the unused toiletries home 

with you. Toiletries are given to Grace Lutheran 
Church, Shepherd’s Warehouse, and Care 7 for  

distribution to the homeless.  

Thanks, The Outreach Ministry. 

Church Office Closed 

Monday, May 28—Memorial Day 

Mother’s Day:  

A Celebration of Women and All 

They Provide for Our Society 
By Denise Viker, Parish Nurse 

I know that Mother’s Day can sometimes feel overly 
commercial, with pressure to find the perfect card, have 

the perfect meal, and give the perfect gift. However, the 

origins of Mother’s Day had some connections to health 

and wellness. Since I am the mother of health here at 

Desert Cross, I wanted to share some information I 
found. 
 
In 1858, Ann Jarvis organized “Mother’s Work Days” to 
improve sanitation and decrease deaths from disease-

bearing insects and polluted water. Ann Jarvis also 

worked throughout the Civil War, organizing women  

to care for everyone they could without regard for 
which side the men had chosen. She also worked to 
help communities heal the broken relationships after 

the war. (Keep reading moms, this is not all about 

work!) 
 
When Ann died, her daughter Anna began an energetic 

campaign to honor her mother’s activism, encouraging 
national and faith leaders to celebrate a day focused  

on mothers. In 1907, Anna’s church had a special  
service honoring the women of the congregation. With 

her efforts, the custom spread to other states and  
finally to a Congressional Resolution which was signed 

by President Woodrow Wilson in 1914. 
 
On Mother’s Day, I encourage you to lift up a prayer of 
thanksgiving to honor the ways women nurture their 

families, their communities, and their world. If your 
mother is living, take a moment to express a few words 

of appreciation. If you only have the memory of your 
mother, recall specific memories and feel the richness 
of the love which endures. Expressing appreciation can 

improve mental health, so you may feel healthier too! 

Continued from page 1 - Faith & Family at Desert Cross 
Another great example is our Family Night program 
which is an opportunity for families of all ages to come 

together for fellowship, fun, and learning. In April, the 

program was “Family Faith Practices” which I led and 
shared some simple, everyday ways to practice spiritu-
ality with kiddos. Nancy Zine taught us to make Crea-
tion Prayer Bead Strands to help us connect our heads, 

hands, and hearts to God in prayer. 
 
Please keep families in your prayers! 

DCLC Stewardship 2018 

I am blessed with leading the Desert Cross Stewardship 
Team this year! We will learn, grow, and challenge  

ourselves and the congregation in exciting ways, as we 
think about faithful sharing of our time and gifts. We are 

each stewards of our lives, our faith, and creation. 
 
Steward simply means “caretaker.” Adam was the  

first steward of the earth in Genesis! God calls us to be 

faithful caretakers of every area of life and all places 
and people we touch and influence. The Apostle Paul 
shares in 1 Corinthians 4 that we are “servants of Christ 

and stewards of the mysteries of God.” 1 Peter 4 relates 

that we are “faithful stewards of God’s grace…” What 

an awesome responsibility and gift we carry as God’s  
stewards! Watch for more details to come soon!  
Blessings, Pastor Andrea 

Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday, May 6 • 10:30am • Gilbert Sanctuary 
 

The Gilbert Chamber will be presenting an update on 
the team’s activities and future plans.  
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The months that was… 
During the month of April we celebrated the baptism of 

Rylee Winter Moore, daughter of Paige Hall & Rodrick 
Moore Jr., on Sunday, April 29 at the 9:30am service in 
Tempe.  

Church Council Members  

of the Month 
Church Council members will be available at all services 
on the first weekend of the month to address questions 

and concerns. 
 
Council Members for May 5/6: 

Tempe—Tom Rewolinski & Stan Fernandez 

Gilbert—Bryan Riensche 

Service “Sunday” 
Feed My Starving Children Packing Event  
SATURDAY, May 5 • 2pm-4pm • FMSC Mesa Packing Site 

Service “Sunday” is going on the road! We’ll gather at 
the Feed My Starving Children Packing Center in Mesa 

to pack nutritious meals for children around the world. 
Come and Serve and Make a Difference! To sign up, use 
the link: http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/Group/

JoinGroup.aspx?gid=1204364 . For more  
information, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 

or dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 

Crystal Cards 
Crystal Cards will be on summer leave until the fall. 

Thank you for your support. See you in October! 

Financial Update 
2018 Budget $1,368,502.00 

  

Financial Year through 3/31/2018 
Total Gifts $ 283,804.00 

Total Expenses $ 346,814.00 

Difference* $ (63,010.00) 
  
*Timing of Expenses and Giving throughout the year is not 

consistent. This Financial Update is in-line with 2018 

Budget Expectations. 
  

RENEW Campaign 
June 2017 through May 30, 2020 

Campaign Goal $ 452,000.00 
Pledge Amount (83% of Goal)** $ 374,697.08 

 
Gifts Available as of 3/31/2018 

RENEW Home  $ 242,0334.57 

RENEW Mission $ 11,127.64 
 

**This number includes match challenge dollars. 

Desert Cross T-Shirts 

Order by May 6 

The Youth Mexico Mission 

Team has an on-line shop 

set up for Desert Cross  

t-shirts. Shirts are  
available in Men’s, 

Women’s, and Children’s 

sizes and come in either 

black or grey. Order yours 

online today! 

Gilbert Hospitality 
The Gilbert Hospitality Team is looking for anyone  
doing any baking in May and willing to bake an extra 

dozen of cookies, to bring them in to the freezer so we 
have “extra” cookies in case we need them for Fellow-

ship over the summer while members are in and out of 
town.  
 
The team is on recess for the summer and will be start-
ing back up with their meeting on August 6 at 5pm. 
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Pentecost Sunday  

A Grand Celebration—Join in the fun! 
Sunday, May 20 • 8am & 9:30am • Tempe Sanctuary 

 
We are putting a Pentecost Choir together to support 

our Pentecost Worship on May 20. This is a short term 
commitment with two rehearsals and is open to anyone 
Junior High through adults. 
 
Rehearsals: 
Wednesday, May 9 at 7pm 

Wednesday, May 16 at 7pm 
 
Pentecost Sunday will be a great celebration full of  
energy and spirit. Please contact Jane Yost at 

jyost@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600. 

Gilbert Parking Lots  
In May, the parking lots in Gilbert are scheduled to be 

resurfaced. During the closures, there are going to be 
concrete paths that will serve as buffers and allow  

access to both buildings. The current schedule is  

outlined as follows: 
 
Parking Lots (both): 

Monday, May 7—Crack Patching. Lots will be open, but 
crews will be working on both parking lots. 
 
Parking Lot B (west side along Lindsay Road): 
Tuesday, May 8—Seal Coat to be applied. Work begins 
at 6am and the lot will be closed for 30 hours. 
Wednesday, May 9—Re-striping. Parking Lot closed still, 

use Parking Lot A only. 
 
Parking Lot A (north side along Pecos Road): 
Thursday, May 10—Seal Coat to be applied. Parking Lot 

B now open, Parking Lot A closed at 6am for 30 hours. 
Friday, May 11—Re-striping. Parking Lot A will re-open 

sometime following. 

Thank You 
Our sincere thank you to our Desert Cross family for all 
the thoughts, cards, and prayers of support during the 

time of our son, Michael’s, illness and passing. It made a 
difficult journey more bearable. 
 
Margie and Ormal Saathoff 

Farewell Fellowship Time  

for Jacque Jecker 
Saturday, May 5 & Sunday, May 6 

Following Worships in Tempe 
As many of you know, Jacque Jecker will be leaving  

Desert Cross after serving here for many years. In May  
he is moving back to Texas to be closer to his family. 
 
Please join us after worship on Saturday, May 5 or  
Sunday, May 6 to wish Jacque blessings for his new  

journey and to thank him for his presence among us! 

Special Hunger Jar Collection 

during May for Grace Lutheran 
Grace Lutheran Church in downtown Phoenix has a ministry 

to the homeless. They have expressed a need for bottled  

water, especially in the summer. Rather than bringing cases 

of water to Desert Cross, we collect your donations in the 

Hunger Jar during the month of May and use that money to 

purchase a pallet of water and have it delivered straight to 

Grace Lutheran. Thank you for helping provide the homeless 

with water during the hot summer months. Scholarship Grants 
The Endowment Committee will be considering  

applications for scholarship grants at its May meeting. 
Applications forms are available in the church office. 

High school seniors are required to submit a faith  

paper, college students must provide a transcript  

showing a Grade Point Average. Please submit forms  

by May 7. 
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Adult Programs & Ministries 

The ChristCare program is our small group ministry at 
Desert Cross. Groups meet once a week for worship, 

prayer, Bible study, and fellowship. You may join a 

ChristCare Group at any time. If you find one that fits 
your schedule, please come… you are always welcome. 
You don't have to wait to be invited, join one this week! 
For more information or to find a group  that meets your 

needs, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 or 
dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 
 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm; Wed 9am, 9:30am, 

1pm, 3:30pm, 7pm; Thu 7am, 6:45pm, 7pm 

WE╬ogether Adult Forum 
Sundays from 10:30-11am • Gilbert Sanctuary 

Sundays from 10:30-11:15am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 
May 6 & 13—What Would Luther Do Today? 

with Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

This spring we’re using a series of videos from 

ChurchNext, an ecumenical website that explores faith 
topics. The May sessions feature video clips with Bishop 
Eaton. If you have any questions, contact Pastor Andrea, 

Pastor Dan, or Pastor Matt at 480-730-8600. 

Soul to Sole: 
Desert Cross Walking and  

Running Group 

Walking and Running—Saturdays Early 

Looking for a running group? Please join us! 
We are supportive, friendly Christians who 

run early every Saturday morning in either 

the Tempe or Gilbert area. All paces are  
welcome—we are not fast! (Well, most of us, 
anyway!) We support and pray for each other while  
training for a race or just getting some great exercise. 
 
Monday evening walks 

Want to walk with us? We walk once a week for 30-45  

minutes on Monday evenings and end with a prayer.  
We rotate meeting at either Kiwinis Park in Tempe or 
Freestone Park in Gilbert. Please join us! All are  
welcome. Bring a friend! 
 
Contact Michelle Butler for more information and to  
receive a weekly email with exact meeting time and  

location: michelle@mebutler.com or 480-415-8174. 

C3:Coffee, Conversation  
and Christ 

May 8 & 22 

10am • Gilbert  
The C3 group meets twice 

a month for coffee and  
conversation. Everyone is 

truly welcome! We’d love 

to get to know you! 

 

 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation 

Thursday, May 3 • 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 
Meet new friends! See old friends! 

 
Tour of Dobson House/Ronald McDonald House 

Thursday, May 3 • 11am • Meet at Dobson House 
2225 West Southern Avenue, Mesa 

(Near Southern and San Jose) 

This home is provided for families with children  

receiving treatment at Banner Desert Cardon  
Children’s Hospital in Mesa. Come and see the facility 

and learn about ways we can support their service. 
After the 30-minute tour, we’ll find a place for lunch 

nearby. To RSVP, contact Carol Hageman at  

480-839-4248 
 

Third Thursday Game Day 
Thursday, May 17 • 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Come for some fun and some conversation. 
Don’t like to play games? Come for the coffee!  

 
Organ Stop Pizza 

Sunday, June 10 • 5pm • Meet at the restaurant 
1149 E. Southern Ave, Mesa 

Join us for dinner and some amazing music! NOTE: 
CASH ONLY. NO DEBIT OR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 

To RSVP, contact Carol Hageman at 480-839-4248. 

RSVP by June 4. 
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Breakfast Dudes 
Saturday, May 19 at 8am 

Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

Men, would you like to get to 

know the other men of the  
congregation a little better while encouraging each 
other in the faith? Then come and join us! The meeting 

will last about an hour and breakfast will be served! All 
men are welcome! Bring a friend! Join us in May and 

hear from Jason Black. The topic is Jason and his robot. 

Beer & Bible 
Friday, May 11 at 7pm • Home of The Weingartz’s 

901 E. Columber St., Gilbert 85234 • 810-358-9597 
All adults who would like to meet others in the  

congregation, discuss a scriptural topic, and grow in 

their relationships are invited to attend this fellowship 

group. Pastor Matt Dobyns will lead the study.  
Attendees  should bring one food item and a beverage 

to share.  

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

Joyful Noises 
Wednesdays at 9am • Gilbert 

Join us for this caregiver/tot program that includes  
music and story-time, a snack, and a small craft. It is 
open to all our youngest friends. Come and bring a 

friend! 
 
Last day is May 9 

Kids Connect Event 
Sunday, May 6 • 1pm-2:30pm • Tempe Gym 

Kids in grades Kindergarten through 5th are invited to 

join Miss Kristen for an afternoon of fun! Bring a friend! 

IGNITE 
Saturdays, May 5 & 12 • 9am • Tempe Sanctuary 

We will be singing, playing instruments, sharing  
devotions, and singing in worship once a month for our 
9:30am service. Children in grades 2-6 are invited to 

participate. For more information or to sign up, please 
contact our Director of Worship and Music, Jane Yost at 
jyost@desertcross.org.  

Vacation  

Bible School 
June 4-8 • Tempe Campus 
Mark your calendars! Our 

adventure will be 

“Shipwrecked: Rescued by 
Jesus!”  

 
Registration and volunteer forms are up on the website. 

 
We need lots of volunteers, thank you for considering! 

Donation boards are up at both sites with items that are 
needed. Please check them and consider taking a slip or 

two. 

 
Decorating Days for VBS 
There is A LOT to get ready for VBS...can you help us? 
Come for an hour or come all 3 days! 
 
Tuesday, May 29 from 9:30am-2pm (this is the long day) 
Wednesday, May 30 from 9:30am-12:30pm 
Thursday, May 31 from 9:30am-12:30pm 

Last Day of Education 

Sunday, May 13 



     DESERT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH May 2018    7 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

High School Night 
Sundays at 7pm in Tempe Youth Room 

A night of games and group discussion on “real life” 
topics. Come join us and bring your friends! 
 
Meeting May 6 

Saturdays • 10:30am-noon  
Tempe Community Center Gym 

High School basketball players are invited to join us on  
Saturdays to run drills, work on fundamentals, and  

scrimmage with two volunteer coaches. If you plan to 

attend, please contact Michelle Reaban at 520-245-4176 

or mreaban@gmail.com to be sure we have access to 

the gym and coaching that day. Hope you can join us! 

 

High School 

Basketball 

Jr. High Night 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Tempe 

Teens are invited to meet together several times a 
month for fun, fellowship, and to talk about life topics. 
 
Meeting May 9 

Jr. High Confirmation 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Gilbert 

Teens in Confirmation meet with their parents and 
Chad Diegle as they learn more about the faith that they 
were baptized into.  
 
Meeting May 2 

Please Take An Envelope 

Each envelope has a picture of a way that you can help  

support the Desert Cross Youth Mexico Mission trip. To make 

this trip possible we need support, prayers, and help from 

YOU! 
 
The idea is simple, you take an envelope from the board and 

put your monetary donation in the envelope (cash or check is 

fine). You can then turn it in to the church office or place it in 

the offering during worship. 
 
Thank you SO much for your love and support! You are  

making a difference! 
 
Love, The Youth Mission Team 

May’s Service Sunday is on  

SATURDAY, May 5 at Feed My 
Starving Children Packing Site in 

Mesa from 2pm-4pm.  

Register online. 

High School Beach Camp 

July 23—25 • Thousand Oaks, California 

Desert Cross Lutheran Church youth (incoming 9th-12th 
grade) will travel to Thousand Oaks, CA to enjoy  
Universal Studios, the sandy shores, and friends. The 

trip will consist of a little time at the beach, a day at 

Universal Studios, and countless hours riding in a van! 
Join us for this relaxing and fun week, meet some new 
people, and escape the Phoenix heat! Additional money 
will need to be given to your child for all meals with the 

exception of breakfast on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Please plan accordingly if extra spending money is  
desired. Friends are always welcome! 
 
Cost: $300 per person. Payment is due July 23. 

Registration is available on the website. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Chad Diegle at 
cdiegle@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600. 

 

July 8 - 13 (Sunday through Friday) 

Lutheran Campfirmation of Arizona is an amazing week-long 

summer camp. Desert Cross encourages all of our Middle 

School youth (incoming 7th, 8th and 9th grade students) to 

attend this fun and powerful week. Registration is available 

now on the Desert Cross website. 
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Missions & Outreach 

Rummage Sale Thank You 

This year’s Rummage Sale was a success...again! Thank 
you all so much for your support of our Youth Mission 

Trip fundraising efforts. We were able to sell $1500 
worth of your “treasures,” we had a terrific turnout of 

both people to support the setup/cleanup and also to 
buy our goods. Valley Big Brothers and Big Sisters were 

able to pick up our leftover items, which will continue 
the process of repurposing the items that were donated 

and help people in need. I am so proud to be a part of a 

congregation that is constantly looking for ways to 

serve this world! Great job! 
 
Chad Diegle 

Dear Desert Cross Lutheran Church Family, 
 
Thank you for your generosity and donations towards 
the Department of Child Safety’s Safe Sleep Box  
Program. For the second year in a row your community 

has blessed families with basic baby items to care 
safely for their newborns. 
 
Sincerely, 

Sue Smith and Director Greg McKay 
 
*Over 175 items were used to help fill 100 boxes for at 

risk babies.  

Gilbert Mission &  

Outreach Update 

We chose our first service project within the community 

of Gilbert to partner with the Starbright Foundation. 

This foundation runs the Starbright House of Hope 
which is a safe house for children. It provides crisis 

counseling, trauma recovery programs and education 
for survivors of sexual, cultic, ritual, clergy, sex traffick-

ing, incest, physical and mental abuse. We had 17  
congregation members dedicate three hours of their 
time to cut/trim overgrown trees and bushes. We also 

painted a pony wall surrounding their patio, cleaned 
out the irrigation ditch and stained/painted some of  

the wood furniture. Thank you to all those who partici-
pated! 
 
Every other month the Starbright Foundation puts on a 

dinner for the local foster children and their families to 
celebrate birthdays. Each child is given their own cake 
and sang to individually, allowing them to be the center 

of attention. Our next service project with this founda-

tion will be requesting volunteers to help set up, assist 

during dinner, and then cleanup as well. We are work-
ing on solidifying a date this summer/early fall. 

Gilbert Outreach Collections 

May: Water Hydration Program through Grace Lutheran (two weeks of Hunger Jar Contributions in conjunction with 

Tempe  

June: Back to School donations 
November: “Be Thankful” Food Drive for Open Arms and Concordia 

December: Angel Tree 
 
There is an on-going collection of Box Tops (each one earns 10 cents), empty ink cartridges (each one earns a $2 

credit), gently used tennis shoes, used uniforms (blue or khaki bottoms and red or blue polo shirts), and used  
sweatshirts or sweaters for Concordia Charter School. 
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May Birthdays & Milestone Anniversaries 

Missions & Outreach 

Tempe Outreach Collections 
May: Hunger Jar Water Drive for Grace Lutheran’s Dehydration program 

June 2 - July 4: “Stock the Shelves” summer food drive 

July 5 - September 4: Back to School & Undies and Socks Drives 

September 4 - October 1: Blanket and Jacket Drive 

October 21: Blood Drive 

October 1 - November 8: “Be Thankful” Food Drive for Shepherd’s Warehouse. 

November 18: Turkey Sunday for Kyrene Resource Center and Shepherd’s Warehouse 

November 9 - December 9: Angel Tree collection with packing and distribution on December 9 
 
We always accept toiletries for Grace Lutheran. We also accept eyeglasses for Lion’s Club, pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House, 

gently worn shoes for Kyrene Resource Center, and Campbell’s Soup Labels, Coca Cola caps, and Box Tops for Concordia 

School. Please place these in the appropriate box or opening in the Outreach Cabinet in the corner of the narthex. If your  

donation is too large, please place behind the doors in the front of the cabinet. Reminder, we no longer collect used postage 

stamps as we have no outlet for them. *Please note: Do not place perishable items in the large collection bins. 
 
Kyrene Resource Center, which services the Guadalupe area, often has need of usable furniture and appliances when they help 

families transition from homeless into homes or apartments. Please call Irma Horton at 602-330-7233. She will direct you to the 

drop off place or make arrangements to pick up the items. They have no large storage facilities. 

Congratulations to all of     

our May birthdays and  

anniversaries. Wishing  

you God’s blessings on  

your special day! 

  
For privacy reasons, Desert 

Cross does not publish the 

names and birthdays/
anniversaries of our  

congregation online. The full 

list of birthdays and  

anniversaries is available in 

the printed newsletter or you 

may request a list from the 
church office by contacting 

Maegan Jennett at  
mjennett@desertcross.org. 

  

Thank you for understanding. 
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Associate Pastor 

Andrea Cain 

acain@desertcross.org 
 
Associate Pastor 

Matt Dobyns 

mdobyns@desertcross.org 
 
Senior Pastor 

Dan Megorden 

dmegorden@desertcross.org 
 
Office Manager 

Dawn Collins 

dcollins@desertcross.org 
 
Operations & Property 

Doug Bjotvedt 

dbjotvedt@desertcross.org 
 
Parish Nurse 

Denise Viker, RN 

dviker@desertcross.org 
 
Adult Ministry Director 

Denise McClellan 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org 

Youth Ministries 

Chad Diegle 

cdiegle@desertcross.org 
 
Children’s Ministry Director 

Shannon Fossett 

sfossett@desertcross.org 
 
Children’s Ministry Assistant 

Kristen Roehling 

kroehling@desertcross.org 
 
Tempe Worship & Music 

Jane Yost 

jyost@desertcross.org 
 
Gilbert Worship & Music 

Michael Lottes 

mlottes@desertcross.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 

Jessica Robinson 

jrobinson@desertcross.org 
 
Communications Coordinator 

Maegan Jennett 

mjennett@desertcross.org 

Church Council 

council@desertcross.org 
 
Are you in need of prayer? Send prayer 

requests to prayerchain@desertcross.org 

or fill out a prayer request form. 
 
Newsletter submissions should be sent 

to mjennett@desertcross.org by the 15th 

of the month prior. The deadline for     

additions to the calendar in the weekly 

bulletin or email is the Tuesday prior. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com 

 
Get the latest Desert Cross News 
on our website  
www.desertcross.org 
 

Sign up to receive the newsletter 
via email  

Click the Join Our Mailing List     
button at www.desertcross.org 

Contact Information 

Tempe • Church Office • 8600 S. McClintock Dr. Tempe, AZ 85284 

Gilbert • 3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 Gilbert, AZ 85297 

480-730-8600 • info@desertcross.org • www.desertcross.org  

610 N. Alma School Suite 30 • Chandler, AZ 85224 

9am-4pm Mon-Sat • (480) 857-8310          

www.treasuresthrift.com 

Winter visitors: we wish you a safe trip home and hope 

you enjoy your summer. Thank you for your support 

this year. See you in the Fall. 
 
To all our wonderful year-round residents, Thank you 

for your continued support even in the heat of summer. 
Everyone makes a difference. 
 
Department Spotlight: KITCHEN. Take time to roam 

through the kitchen area. You will find complete sets of 
dishes, many side dishes, coffee pots, baking dishes 
and utensils of every kind. And many styles of water 

bottles, some even have carriers. 
 
We are looking for an electrician who would be willing 
to donate time to diagnosis the problem on our large 

“Thrift Store” sign. If the problem is small we will pay to 

have it fixed. If you have questions call the store.  
 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Does your schedule relax during the summer? Would 

you like to meet new people and make a difference at 
the same time? Hidden Treasures would love to have 
you join us for the summer. Most people work 4 hours a 

week, but we can keep you as busy as you would like. 
Come make a difference and have some fun. 
 
Donations needed: Books: children’s, westerns, science 
fiction, fiction, and mystery. Puzzles and games for all 

ages. Crafts: sewing notions and crafts for children.  
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May Calendar 

Regularly Scheduled Events 
 
SUN Worship, Fellowship & Education  

 Adult Chancel Choir | 7:45am | Gilbert  

 SEA Group | 10am | Gilbert (5/6 & 5/20) 

 Kids Connect Event | 1pm | Tempe (5/6) 

 High School Night | 7pm | Tempe (5/6) 
 
MON Wise Guys | 9am | Tempe 

 Equippers | 5:30pm | Tempe (5/14 & 5/29) 

 Ringing Praise | 7pm | Tempe  
 
TUE C3: Coffee, Conversation & Christ | 10am  

  Gilbert (5/8 & 5/22) 

 Songleaders | 5:45pm | Tempe 

 Faith Friends | 7pm | Gilbert (Not meeting) 
 
WED Joyful Noises | 9am | Gilbert  

 SEA Group | 9am | Tempe (5/9 & 5/23) 

 Sanctuary Choir | Tempe  

 Jr. High Confirmation | 7pm | Gilbert (5/2) 

 Jr. High Night | 7pm | Tempe (5/9) 

 Faith Friends | 7pm | Gilbert (Not meeting) 
 
THU 55+ Coffee & Fellowship | 9am | Tempe (5/3) 

 Book Group | 2pm OR 7pm | Tempe (Not meeting) 

 Soul 2 Sole Walking Group (evenings) 
  
SAT Soul 2 Sole Walking & Running Group (early mornings) 

 SEA Group | 7:30am | Tempe (5/5 & 5/19) 

 Ignite Children’s Choir | 9am | Tempe (5/5 & 5/12) 

 High School Basketball | 10:30am | Tempe 

 Junior Choir | 4pm | Gilbert  

 Worship | 5pm | Tempe 

May Events 
MOPS 

Thursday, May 3 | 9:30am | Gilbert Campus 
 
55+ Tour of Dobson House/Ronald McDonald House 

Thursday, May 3 | 11am | 2225 West Southern Avenue, Mesa 
 
Altar Guild Bread Baking 

Saturday, May 5 | 8:30am | Tempe Community Center Kitchen 
 
Service “Sunday” - FMSC Packing Event  

Saturday, May 5 | 2pm-4pm | Mesa Packing Center 
 
Last Day to Order DCLC T-Shirts 

Sunday, May 6 
 
Farewell Fellowship for Jacque Jecker 

Saturday, May 5 & Sunday May 6 | Following worship services  

Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Gilbert Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday, May 6| 10:30am | Gilbert Sanctuary 
 
Gilbert Parking Lot Resurfacing 

Monday, May 7-Friday, May 11 | 6am | Gilbert Campus 

Details on page 4. 
 
Sacred Journey’s with Bruce Feiler 

Ends Monday, May 7 | 7pm | Tempe Adult Classroom 
 
The Big Questions with Pastor Steve Holm 

Ends Tuesday, May 8 | 7pm | Tempe Sanctuary 
 
Gilbert Chamber Meeting 

Tuesday, May 8 | 7pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Beer & Bible 

Friday, May 11 | 7pm | Home of Joe & Stacey Weingartz 
 
55+ Third Thursday Game Day 

Thursday, May 17 | 9am | Tempe Adult Classroom 
 
Breakfast Dudes 

Saturday, May 19 | 8am | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Pentecost Sunday Celebration 

Sunday, May 20 | Both Sites 
 
Church Council Meeting 

Monday, May 21 | 7pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
I-HELP Hosting 

Tuesday, May 22 | 5pm | Tempe Community Center 
 
Church Office Closed 

Monday, May 28 
 
VBS Decoration Days 

Tuesday, May 29 | 9:30am-2pm | Tempe Community Center 

Wednesday, May 30 | 9:30am-12:30pm | Tempe Community Center 

Thursday, May 31 | 9:30am-12:30pm | Tempe Community Center 

TEMPE // SATURDAY 

5:00pm •  Worship 
 

TEMPE // SUNDAY 

8:00am - 9:00am  • Traditional Worship 

9:30am - 10:30am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30 - 11:15am • WE╬ogether Learn  
 

GILBERT // SUNDAY 

9:00am - 10:00am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:15am - 11:00am • WE╬ogether Learn  

Worship & Education Times 

ChristCare Small Groups 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm;  

Wed 9am, 9:30am, 1pm, 3:30pm, 7pm; 

Thu 7am, 6:45pm, 7pm 
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God is Good! 

When Soul to Sole met on Saturday, April 14, we had no 
idea God had a plan for us that morning. Just as the sun 

was rising, five of us gathered in a circle and prayed. We 
thanked God for bringing us together, asked Him to be 

with us on our run, and to lead us to where He needed us 
the most—which is exactly what He did! 
 
About 45 minutes into our run, the two lead runners,  
Rachel and Christi turned south from McDowell Rd—
along the bike path next to Galvin Parkway. They came 

across a piece of plastic in the pathway, resembling the 

front of an ATV. Odd. Further up, they discovered quite  
a few tree leaves scattered in the path, and Christi  

announced that something seemed off. 
 
They both stopped and went back to the plastic part  
and started to look toward the ditch. That’s when they 

saw a motorcycle, on its side and covered in brush. 
Barely visible even from the path! By this time, Sharon 
had caught up with the two. They looked a little further 

down the path and spotted a man, in full riding gear and 
helmet, lying motionless under a bush. 
 
Rachel immediately called 9-1-1. Sharon, swallowing  
her fear, knew she needed to check on this young man. 

She said a prayer to herself and found strength when  
she saw his chest move up and down. He was breathing! 

She checked his injuries and he moved slightly. She told 
him to stay still and reassured him that help is on the 

way. He never said a word, but did what Sharon said, 

shivering occasionally. 
 
While Sharon stayed with the motorcyclist, Christi and 

Rachel looked closer at the bike and found nothing on it 
to identify the rider. They also could tell the motor was 

cold. It had been there for quite a while. If no one saw 
him go off the road, he had probably been there all night! 
 
At this point, Christi went to the road to flag down the 
emergency vehicles. Michelle and Sara were the last to 

arrive and wondered why Christi was standing so close  

to oncoming traffic. What a strange place to be doing 
stretches! Then they saw Rachel in the path and every-
thing made sense. The first responders seemed to be  
taking forever (although it had only been five minutes), 

so Michelle called 9-1-1 again to check the status. 
 
When she hung up, we could finally hear distant sirens. 
Sharon shouted, “We need to pray!” We gathered in a 

circle, staying near the road and prayed for the young 

man as best we could. Shortly after, the fire truck and 
ambulance finally arrived. We prayed again as the fire-

fighters and paramedics did their quick work to get the 
injured man to safety. 
 
As we watched the ambulance pull away, we could feel 
His presence and we knew God was watching over this 

man. God used all of us to get him help. And I’m happy to 
report, Sharon was able to find out later in the day that 
when the paramedics left the hospital, the motorcyclist 

was in stable condition. He is going to be okay. God is 
good! 
 
I’m confident that God uses us every day in different  

ways to help His people. It may not always be as  
dramatic as the events that happened to Soul to Sole on 

that Saturday, but He watches over each and every one 

of us. We just need to make sure to listen when He calls, 

and He will lead the way! 
  

Don’t forget to 
order your 

DCLC t-shirts! 

Available  
on-line now. 

Link in the  
e-newsletter. 

 There are 

lots of ways 

to get  

involved with 

VBS! Check 

page 6! 


